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In fall of 1990, Dr. Paul Kwong, recommended some books on 
philosophy to me, mainly on hermeneutics and Gadamer's hermeneutic 
theory. Under his guidance, I involved myself1n the field of 
hermeneutics and tried to grasp some concrete directions on methodology 
in social sciences. According to him, the path of hermeneutic 
methodology deviates from the positivistic social science tradition in 
that hermeneutics belong~ to the phenomenological tradition, and it 1S 
quite abstract. There is still no specific and systematic research 
method directly derived from hermeneutics. Thanks to Dr. Kwong, I am 
getting to be a little bit more familiar with hermeneutics and I try 
to apply it to the research method. 
Dr. Kwong's thinking towards hermeneutics and the integration of 
quantitative research and qualitative research demonstrate his current 
pursuit of higher level ·of methodological reflexion. Our numerous 
discussions resulted in our construction of the concept of the 
"methodological hermeneutic circle". For example, he suggested that I 
carry out one more round of field interviews after his survey of 1987. 
My statistical analysis of his data set was just the beginning of my 
thesis, and the goal is to make one step forward to integrate the 
quantitative approach and the qualitative approach. 
Cooperating with . the Academy of Social Sciences of Guangzhou, Dr. 
Paul Kwong launched a survey on the study of elderly care ln Panyu 
County in 1987. After that, data coding was done by his research team 
i 
and the data set was constructed and installed in SPSS system files in 
Guangzhou and the Chinese University. My study on elderly care 
perception is a continuation of his study, and my work is primarily 
intended to apply the "methodological hermeneutic circle" concept ln a 
concrete setting. ' Dr. Kwong's survey is one segment of the 
methodological hermeneutic circle (see text) while I did additional 
'field studies ln early January of 1991 and early June of 1991 to 
complete the circle. 
Any fruits from this new approach and the sUbstantive results of 
the thesis should therefore be attributed to him and his supervision. 
Ho Keung-sing 
June, 1991 




" .. ,. 
Most of the past studies on filial piety were carried out with 
social surveys or psychometrics, under the paradigm of positivism. The 
paper dictates the insufficiency of methodology based on such a 
paradigm. As a "methodological hermeneutic circle", an organic 
integration of quantitative research (following the paradigm of 
positivism) and qualitative research (based on hermeneutics), 1S 
advocated. A concrete demonstration of the methodological h~rmeneutic 
circle 1S made by this thesis. It 1S composed of survey and indepth 
interviews which were carried out on the study of elderly-care 
perceptions in Panyu County near Canton. The data set used in the 
thesis were obtained 1n a survey launched in 1987 in Panyu County. 
Indepth interviews in the local language were carried out by the 
author. As a segment of hermeneutics circle, these interviews 
supplemented the quantitative analysis and together they have completed 
one whole circle. Findings reveal that statistical results about socio-
- demographic variables used as independent variables 1n the study of 
filial piety are superficial and in themselves reveal little about the 
reality. As such, these results are "false". Dynamic intergenerational 
. socialization is found to be very influential on the formation of one's 
elderly-care perception. As controlled and conditional variables, sex 
role and geographic locations are respectively found to have influence 
on elderly-care perceptions. Education attainment is another important 
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
Asian culture abound with unique concepts that are pregnant with 
sociological and psychological meanings. They constitute a vast, yet 
undeveloped asset which, when more fully exploited, holds great promise 
for the advancement in social ' sciences (Ho, 1982: 228) . Cultural 
elements may be the key for the understanding of a society. Filial 
piety is one of the most outstanding cultural elements in Chinese 
society. It was said to be indispensable for the analysis of late 
imperial China (Hamilton, 1990: 77). Filial piety not only has been 
existing in family in Chinese society but is also extended in almost 
every aspect in the society. Besides morality, filial piety also has 
functions in education, politics, religion and law. Importantly, it is 
both the basis of stability in social structure and family, and social 
interaction. 
Even in the highly industrialized and modernized Chinese society 
like Hong Kong, Tai Wan or Chinese family in U.S.A., parental care and 
filial piety is still appreciated. The concept attracts or arouses a 
large number of research interest and empirical studies (Xu & Choir 
1985: 122, Ye & Yang, 1988, Yang, Ye & Wang, 1988). Elderly care 
. perception is an important aspect of filial piety. It involves 
sentimental concern, money responsibility, daily care and even other 
aspects. In terms of theoretical implications, the study of elderly 
care perception benefi~s the study on how various variables or factors 
affect elderly care perception and therefore help to construct some 
model$. 
1 
As one aspect of filial piety, elderly care perception is worth 
studying in view of sinitication in sociology. There are many 
" .. .. 
definitions and meanings of sinitication in sociology. 
Lam pointed out that "we incorporate the cultural characteristics 
and national character of Chinese society into sociology. Sinitication 
in sociology is the globalization in sociology" (Choi & Siu, ed., 1986: 
32) • 
'Sing claimed that as a product of western civilization, sociology 
should be transplanted and rooted in Chinese society on the purpose of 
serving for the society and the mass (Choi & Siu, ed., 1986: 257-260). 
Choi believed that there is no need to have sinitication in 
sociological theory but should have sinitication in sociological work 
(Choi & Siu,ed., 1986:67-70) . 
Lau held that there are two objectives and assumptions of 
sociological sinitication: the first one is to apply sociological 
theories and concepts in Chinese society and therefore sinitication in 
sociology is on the purpose of analyzing social change and 
organization in China. The second one is to construct some concepts, 
definition and research method In social SCIence fit to the 
characteristics of Chinese society. The former means that we directly 
apply sociological theories and concepts from the West to the analysis 
of Chinese society. The latter means we dig out some unique concepts, 
2 
elements and then construct concept, methodology to fit them to the 
Chinese society (Choi & Siu,ed., 1986: 74). 
At any rate, one thing emergent to do is to study some relatively 
outstanding and unique. elements in China, such as "face" (Chen,1990, 
King, 1990, Wang, 1990, Zhu, 1990), "relationship" (King, 1990, Qiao, 
1990), "reciprocity" (Wen, . 1990). Filial piety is one of these 
elements which attract much research effort. It is said that "China is 
established on the base of farming but also on the basis of filial 
piety" (Yang, 1990: 39). 
Elderly care study also has practical implications. Aging of 
population is a general phenomenon all over the world. The population 
trend develops just the same as what transitional theory indicates. 
The world is experiencing the period of low-birth-rate-and-Iow-
mortality-rate period. The development and improvement of medical 
treatment lengthens human life. However, size of young population 
decrease-as a result of low birth rate. The increase in the number of 
the aged and the decrease in the amount of the youth leads to the aging 
society. According to United Nations, a society in which population of 
age 65 or above is or exceed 8% of the total population is defined as 
an aging society (Ji, 
In China, especially 
1987). It is gOIng to be a very serious problem 
after the carrying out of birth planning policy 
1970's. "A couples give birth to one child" IS advocated. In 2000, 
many old people will have only one child. Those who have only one 
daughter would probably live ~lone after their daughters get married. 
3 
The third National Census report in 1982 reveals that the aged 
population (referring to aged 60 or above for males aged 55 or above 
for females) occupies 7% of the national population. This percentage 
will go up in the coming several decades (Cai, 1988: 1). 
Along with the aging population, there comes a host of aging 
problems such as caring of the elderly, intergenerational interaction, 
relationship and adaptation, the power of the aged and the power 
distribution among family members in the family. The trend of aging 
population is becoming more serious, ~speciallY in changing village 
. . 
since urbanization accelerates the mobility of youth going to cities, 
leaving the aged to live alone in the village.] Many countries are 
still studying the strategy to deal with the phenomenon. We have to 
know old people's needs and the mechanism of the elderly care 
perception before formulating the appropriate policy for the aged. 
Study on elderly care perception helps to dig out elderly care policy 
or planning through which the "problem" of elderly care can be 
improved. By the same token, more harmonious intergenerational 
relationship may be achieved and intergenerational conflict or old 
people abuse may be avoided. As a result, the study on elderly care in 
village becomes very important. 
Panyu is also going to be an agIng county. It is predicted that 
the aged population occupies 11.90% of the whole population of Panyu in 
2000, 18.86% in 2020 and 21.97% in 2040 (He, 1988: 3). It is a typical 
case of changing rural village in China and 
place where we study in this thesis. 
4 
therefore it becomes the 
1.1 Profile of the Community 
Panyu is iocated in the central south part of Guangdong Province. 
The north bank of Pearl River is under the jurisdiction of Guangzhou. 
Rivers crisscross in Panyu and this offers rich water resources. Panyu 
County 1S an agricultural community composed of 29 villages and 242 
villagers' committees. Agricultural population was 88.9% of total 
population 1n 1986 and agricultural household was 71.5% of all 
household that year. In the same year, agricultural labour occupied 
""" 
60.8% of the total labour force. The majority of people iive 1n 
villages. Panyu is an important production base of cane sugar and 
foodstuff in the Pearl River delta area. Its river banks (see map) 
greatly aid external trading. The values of production other than 
industrial products can be differentiated under the following items: 
agriculture accounts for 73.01%, animal husbandry 11.95%, sideline 8%, 
fishing 6.9% while forestry 0.14%. 
In terms of terrain of the total area, plains accounts for 54.56%, 
hills 4.84% while rivers 35.13%. There are few hills and the maXImum 
of them was only 232 metres above sea level. 
As for the economy, the GDP of the county "(at market price) In 
1986 is 24.85 billion Renminbi with an increase of 19% compared with 
1985. The GDP of the county in industrial and agricultural sectors (at 
constant market price of 1980) is 12.86 billion with an increase of 
15.3%. 
5 
There are some significant social characteristics 1n Panyu. 
Population continuously increases, as a result of high birth rate and 
low mortality rate. In 1986, the birth rate is 18.75% whereas the 
death rate is 5.05%, · and thus the natural growth rate becomes 13.7% 
(Zheng, 1988: 4). Moreover, mobility of labour especially youth 
- towards city becomes widespread. The small-size family becomes more 
common. According to the 1987 survey, the respondents had 5.1 children 
on average. Among the people of the older generation, those who have 
6 to 7 children occupied 33.6% of all respondent and those who had 4 to 
5 children 45%. However, for the next generation (our respondents), 
those who have 2 to 3 children now occupy 65.5% which represents the 
highest proportion (Li, 1988: 2). The percentage of living alone for 
the aged and the percentage of living separately for the aged couples 
are increasing (He, 1988: 1). All of these characteristics show that 
Panyu is going through a transitional period in which industrialization 
and urbanization exert a big influence. 
We selected Shiji (70 ~ ) to study. It is 8 km away from Panyu 
Xian city which IS 35 km from Guangzhou. The total area of Shiji 1S 
67 km2 and it has more than 57,000 acres agricultural area. Shiji 1S 
composed of twenty-nine villages. The villages are categorized into 
the alluvial (sediment) land (six villages), the old clan land (eleven 
villages), and the semi-alluvial-semi-old-clan land -(twelve villages). 
The village people of the alluvial land came from a variety of 
places. 
6 
Its history can be traced back to no more than two hundred 
years. Production mainly relies on agriculture and there are a variety 
of agricultural products. Multi-surname exists due to historical 
background and there is a lack of tradition. No ancestral temples were 
built in the villages. The location is relatively far away from 
highway. 
Compared with the alluvial land, the history of the old clan land 
was much longer. The earliest history can be traced back to Song 
Dynasty (over 1000 years ago). A single-surname, Wang exists. 
Ancestral temples were built. Thus, the village people are more 
traditional. Their tradition passes from generation to generation. 
The economic characteristics of the old clan land production IS of 
great variety; for example, doing business, and going away to towns to 
work. The location is near highway. People are thus more mobile. 
The characteristics of the semi-alluvial-semi-old-clan land IS 
"living in the old clan land while cultivating in the alluvial land". 
Other characteristics resemble the alluvial land. 
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Chapter 2 Literature-Review 
2.1 What is Filial Piety 
2.1.1 Filial Piety as a Unique Element of Chinese Culture 
As a unique cultural element, filial piety was defined In 
different ways. Sih (1960) defined filial piety in the following way: 
filial piety is a central concept which can be defined as loyalty, 
respect, and devotion to parents. It represents one of the basic 
social and religious concepts of Chinese People. It is conside'red the 
virtue of all virtues and the soul of Chinese culture (Yu, 1984: 77). 
From the vocabulary sources point of view, filial and piety both 
derive from Latin, with filius meaning to be a son In relation to a 
parent and pietas (pius) meaning dutifulness (Hamilton, 1990: 100). 
However, Yu (1987: 30) pointed out that filial piety involved the 
meaning of "pay back debts of gratitude" which does not exist 
universally in all culture. In the west, children may be forced to 
respect their fathers (Dai, 1987: 243). It is what Fei (1985: 3) 
called the "feedback type" for the Chinese, in contrast with the "relay 
type" for the westerner. For the westerner, generation A takes care of 
generation B who in turn take care of generation C and so forth. 
Supporting old people's living is regarded as the responsibility of the 
government but not that of the next generation (Dai, 1987: 255). For 
the Chinese, generation B in addition to caring generation C must also 
support generation A when the latter gets old, 
8 
generation C repeats 
this pattern, etc .. Fei pointed out that the type ln China may be 
changing and attention should be paid. 
" " ', 
2.1.2 Filial Piety as an Attitude and Social Behaviour 
Filial piety is usually differentiated into two dimension, that 
is, filial piety as an attitude and filial piety as . behaviour (Fu, 
1988: 128; Yang, 1990). With a social psychological point of V1ew, 
attitude 1S composed of cognitive level, affective level and 
intentional level. 
2.2 Approaches to Study Filial Piety 
Basically, filial piety itself is a broad and vague concept, and 
there are different approaches to study filial piety. 
2.2.1 Humanities 
Humanity scientists usually interpret filial piety with quotation 
of classics. Wai (198?, 1990) analyzed the change of filial piety and 
some related problems in China. He pointed out the originality of 
filial piety in Zhou Dynasty, Conficius' filial belief, Mencius' filial 
piety. Xu (1979: 155-191) scrutinized the formation, change and 
various problems of filial piety in Chinese history. Besides these, 
there are also many studies and elaboration from humanity scientists 
(Yue, 1989: 116-121; Li, 1~86: . 52-56) . 
9 
However, the approach remains in the stage of elaboration and 
analysis is based on quotation. Moreover, adopting article of classics 
as the only basis of filial piety cannot meet the necessities of the 
times (Ye & Yang, 1988: 132). The classics may only reflect what the 
ideal culture is. Empirical studies to explore the real situation seem 
to be the work of social scientists. 
2.2.2 Social Sciences 
2.2.2.1. The Relationship between Filial Piety and 
Psychological Traits 
From the cognitive psychological point of view, human moral 
cognition develops with the increase of age. Therefore, individuals in 
different age groups have different filial belief. Change in filial 
belief is regarded as the result of the changes in moral cognitive 
structure with the increase in age (Ye & Yang, 1988: 133). 
Ho & Lee (1974: 305-306) used F Scale, measuring the degree of 
authoritarianism, and Filial Piety Scale (FP Scale) to test a final 
sample of 135 school teachers from seven primary schools in Taipei. 
Chinese subjects scored higher on the F Scale than American subjects, 
that is consistent with reported in the literature. The results of 
analysis of variance showed that sex, years of teaching experience and 
interaction effects were not significant (at the 0.05 level) In 
determining scores on either of the two scales. A moderate correlation 
(0.50, significant at the 0.01 level) was obtained between scores on 
10 
the F and FP Scales. The findings revealed that as the percepts of 
filial piety are internalized, they will result in a greater tendency 
toward authoritarianism. 
2.2.2~2 Survey · on the Relationship between Filial Piety and 
Demographic Characteristics 
Sociologists usually study filial piety in a social context. 
Therefore, filial piety, despite as a concept or behavior, is treated 
as the product of social organization or society. Filial piety, 
ther~for~! have different forms under different social context and in 
different social groups. The purpose of social scientists is to dig 
out the causes of filial piety and its mechanism. 
Some surveys are designed to study the correlation of filial 
belief and filial behavior with some individual's characteristics such 
as sex, age, income. It was found that individuals in different age 
groups have different filial belief (Ye & Yang, 1988, pp.133) . 
However, Yu (1983) studied a sample of 510 American-Chinese with self-
administered questionaire on filial belief and filial behavior. 
Findings showed that filial belief and filial behavior do not increase 
with the increase of age. It is also found that filial belief and 
filial behaviour do not have corresponding relationship. Concerning 
the behaviour of taking care of parents, the percentage of female is 
higher than that of male (Yang, Ye & Wang, 1988, pp.175). There arises 
unclear relationship and contradictory research findings. 
other hand; sex may be the factor worth to be studied. 
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On the 
Wang, H.K. (1977) found that the opinion on the contents and 
forms of filial behavior is quite consistent and is not influenced by 
.... ... 
sex, age or educational level after a study on lower form secondary 
school students, upper "form secondary school students, university and 
college students (Yang, Ye & Wang, 1988, pp.175). It showed that 
filial piety is still highly appreciated in modern Chinese society. 
The change is mainly in the form of filial behavior. 
Wang, Y.H. (1980) found significant difference in filial 
beliefs ~mong people with different educational level. Also, she 
found that the relationship between the degree of parent-children 
harmony and the discrepancy of-parents' and children's filial belief 
have significantly negative correlation under different sex, areas and 
educational level (Yang, Ye & Wang, 1988: 174). Education is related 
to one's ideology, occupation, income and therefore may affect one's 
filial belief and filial behaviour. 
Yang, Ye & Wang (1988) tested a sample of more than ten thousand 
lower form secondary school students, upper form secondary school 
students, university students and adults in society. Findings showed 
that cognition of filial piety and intention of filial piety has the 
largest significant correlation but these two aspects are not highly 
correlated to filial behavior. It showed that cognition and intention 
did not necessarily lead to behaviour. The mechanism requires more 
studies. 
12 
2.2.2.3. Theoretical study on the Concept, Dimensions, 
Connotation and the Related Factors of Filial Piety . 
. ~ .. .. 
Yang (1990: 46; 1988: 175) held that there is a lack of 
theoretical analysis oh the concept, connotation, level and related 
factors. He constructed the interrelationship between factors of filial 
piety. (see fig. 1). 
From literature, most studies focus on psychological testing and 
social survey. The former only focuses on individual personality and 
filial pjety but neglects the social context of the development of 
filial piety. Therefore, it is worth to study filial piety in a larger 
social context. As for the latter, efforts are put on the relationship 
between filial piety and respondent's individual's characteristics such 
as sex, age, income. Most of the studies are on respondents in modern 
society and try to clarify the filial piety as the result of the social 
change or family change. No systematic empirical study, surveyor even 
field work, on the filial belief or elderly care perception in Chinese 
village. Moreover, contradictory findings appear. Hence, the 
findings and conclusion of these studies are suspicious when applying 
in village. We may re-examine the findings and conclusion. 
Villages in many countries are facing change ln terms of 
industrialization and modernization. For this reason, studying the 
changing filial p~ety ln changing village, especially 































































































































































































































































































Chapter 3 Methodological Debate ln Sociology 
In sociology, the main current is the tradition of positivism. 
:' . ... 
Under this tradition, it is assumed that "subjective meaning", 
"intention", "motive'" or other similar "internal experience", due to 
unobservability, should be e~cluded from sociological study. The 
legitimate phenomena to be studied are observable behaviour. We have 
to ask: what are the characteristics of positivism, the merits and the 
defects of positivism and above all the possibly feasible alternative 
in the study on filial piety or elderly care perception? 
3.1 Major Characteristics of Positivism 
3.1.1 Definitions of Positivism 
It is hard to define positivism because a variety of definitions 
exist. Bilton et al (1989) outlined the basic assumptions of 
positivism: 
1) Phenomena exist in the form of causal linkage and must be subject 
to empirical verifications. Being put into the context of this, 
filial piety will be operationalized into observable behaviour. 
2) The establishment of scientific knowledge involves the uncovering 
of cause-and-effect relationship. A proposition said to be 
meaningful must be demonstrated to be verifiable or at least 
falsifiable. In this sense, the maJor objective of study on 
1.5 
filial piety or elderly care perception is to seek for the related 
factors or determinants. 
Halfpenny, P. (1982: 114-117) identified twelve positivisms but 
his variety of definitions cannot give an integrative picture of the 
major characteristics of positivism. Giddens (1974: 3-4) pointed out 
the ma1n characteristics of positivism 1n sociology: 1) The 
methodological procedures of natural science may be directly adapted to 
sociology. According to this standpoint, the phenomena of human 
subjectivity, of volition and will can be regarded as an 'object' on a 
par with objects in the natural world. 2) The goal of sociological 
analysis can and must be to formulate 'laws' or 'law-like' 
generalizations of the same kind as those which has been established in 
relation to natural reality. 3) Sociology has a technical character, 
providing knowledge which is p~rely 'instrumental' in form. Sociology, 
like nature science, is 'neutral' in respects of values. Based on this 
view point, we should objectively reduce filial piety into observable 
or overt observable behaviour and try to establish causal relationship 
between filial piety and some factors. The major characteristics of 
positivism lie ' on its ontology, methodology, definition of reality, the 
process of validation an~ the form of explanation. 
3.1.2 Ontology of Positivism 
From the positivism point of view, social reality exists in the 
form of objective causal relationship between phenomena. In this 
sense, reality is constituted of phenomena which are causally linked to 
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one another. The work of science involves the uncovering of cause-and-
effects relationship between phenomena. The explanation of phenomena 
must be based on empirical-observable-evidence. Ultimately, scientific 
laws are established. Accordingly, filial piety or elderly care 
perception is the result of some factors which should be found through 
empirical study. 
3.1.3 Methodology of Positivism 
The uncovering of causal relationship between phenomena involves 
in ·methodology. The methodology of positivism includes three stages: 
that 1S, the stage at which reality is defined, the stage at which 
validation is made and the stage at which explanation is made. 
3.1.3.1 Definition of Reality 
Despite in daily life or academic discipline, reality has to be 
arranged in such a way that it can be talked about, comprehended or 
analyzed. Therefore, reality is to be classified and categorized. 
When reality is classified and categorized, symbols must be assigned to 
the classified and categorized reality. Language is made up with these 
symbols. Daily life language is regarded as inaccurate enough. As a 
result, scientific language is constructed. In order to predict 
objective social phenomena, quantified and accurate data is preferred. 
The use of terminology or concepts with accuracy meaning makes 
operationalization of concepts and objective study or measurement 
possible. The positivist sociologists try to define and use terms 
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clearly and unambiguously, to categorize reality meaningfully and to 
allow concepts easy ope~ationalization so that they can be empirically 
investigated. Hypotheses, the possible relationship between variables, 
are also to be constructed. From literature review, a large number of 
studies on filial plety operationalized filial piety and related 
factors into quantifiable and me~surable variables. 
3.1.3.2 The Process of Validation 
The positivists try to reduce all the concepts to observations. 
The concepts are usually what they construct. The method usually to be 
made use is survey through questionnaires in closed-ended or structured 
interviews, experiment, quantified statistical techniques. The 
independent variables are usually demographic characteristics such as 
sex, age, educational level, income, family background and occupation . 
. The majority of study on filial piety is carried out in the form of 
survey with questionnaires. The predicted variables are sex, income, 
etc .. 
3.1.3.3 The Form of Explanation 
The ontology of positivism is based on the assumption that social 
phenomena exist in the form of causal relationship. As a result, the 
form of explanation on the social phenomena also lies on causal 
relationship. The objective of positivist sociologists is to find the 
causal relationship between variables, that is the causal relation 
between filial piety and its determinants. 
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positivism involves the assumption that the logic of social 
phenomena is the same as that of natural phenomena. However, 
positivism is 'criticized that social phenomena are different from 
natural phenomena. Whether there is necessarily causal relationship in 
the social phenomena is an ontological problem and no answer will be 
given through empirical research. 
3.2 The Rise of Positivism from the View of the Sociology of 
Knowledge 
From a sociology of knowledge point of view, human knowledge does 
not comes out and is not applied in vacuum. Knowledge is the product 
of culture and is related to some social factors. More precisely, 
knowledge is the product of thinking process which is conditioned by 
some social situation. 
After the second world war, USA became the centre of positivistic 
sociology. Behaviourism prevailed 1n social science 1n USA, too. 
Behavioural science works under the positivistic approach. From 
sociology of knowledge point of view, positivism is the product of 
certain Zeitgeist, the spirit of the times, with an origin from 30's 
USA with the development of pragmaticism and the weakening of humanism. 
As in an industrial society, pragmaticism asks for efficiency, utility 
and mass production. The result on positivism is the use of nomothetic 
method with large sample size .in order to predict and control through 
various statistical techniques on data analysis (Yang, 
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1982: 155-156) . 
Therefore, measurement design, mathematical "model construction and 
empirical theory construction are advocated. The Zeitgeist underlying 
positivism reflects on its research method and instrument. 
3.3 Research Meth6dand Instrument of Positivism 
Positivistic sociology is based on a technical cognitive interest, 
with a quantitative characteristic to have empirical theory. Theorists 
should maintain a detached, disinterested attitude so that the 
integrity of the subject to be studied will not be affected. CWang, 
1985: "21). 
The research instruments of positivism are mainly standardized 
instruments. Standardized questionaire 1S the typical one. 
Standardized questionnaire precircles the questioning area with little 
reflexibility. Its advantage is efficient, time saving and low cost. 
3.3.1. The criticism on the use of Questionnaire: 
Questionnaire 1S the most prevalent instrument 1n social survey. 
The causes of prevalence of questionnaire include time and labour-
saving, able to test the complicated behaviour with multi-dimensions 
and enabling variables to be quantified (Yang & Chiu, 1987: 114). 
Compared with indepth interview and observation, questionnaire 1S 
time and labour saving. Researcher who makes use of questionnaire as 
data collection instrument can employ a large number of interviewers to 
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collect data within a short period of time. On the contrary, those 
researchers who carry out indepth interview or observation may go 
personally, or the researchers spend much more time on training 
interviewers or observers. Questionnaire can detect a wide range of 
information, including" behaviour, perception and personality in a short 
period of time. Moreover, quantified data can be obtained with the aid 
of various scaling methods in questionnaire so that accurate 
relationship between variables can be found. Furthermore, statistical 
model can be constructed. 
However, the assumption on the use of questionnaire may not be 
valid 1n Chinese society. It is assumed that respondents will try 
their best to answer; respondents will think that the contents of the " 
questionnaire is meaningful; respondents will be expressive enough and 
their perception will reflect in the questionnaire, and the affection 
or opinion reflected 1n the questionnaire is highly correlated to 
respondent's behaviour (Yang & Chiu, 1987: 114). 
It is not the case in Chinese society. The respondents of the 
west have more chance or courage in rejecting to participate in a 
test. Those who choose to participate are usually higher in motivation 
and will be whole-heartedly choose their answers. Many studies on 
Chinese translate questionnaires from the west. Those questionnaires 
may involve contents which are strange, meaningless to the respondents. 
Also, Fei (1990: 252) are especially suspicious of the reliability of 
some raw data because the indicators are always not from the place 
under study. 
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On the other hand, as affected by traditional Chinese 
cultural value, respondents are alert to the high and low social 
relation. As a result, respondents tends to express their advantages. 
The effect of "social desirability" comes out. From this reasoning, 
the probability of inconsistency of the respondent's affection or 
opinion and behaviour prevails more in Chinese society. 
3.4 The Major Characteristics of Anti-positivism 
3.4.1 Anti-positivism 
-The above discussion demonstrates that there are defects on 
positivism and above all on the use of questionnaire. Anti-positivism 
is an alternative for positivism. Anti-positivism here mainly refers 
to interpretive sociology. It originated from Geistwissenschaft and 
was affected by phenomenology, linguistics analysis and hermeneutics. 
3.4.2 The Ontology of Anti-positivism 
From the anti-positivistic point of V1ew, social reality or social 
phenomena do not exist in the form of object external to an individual. 
The social reality exists 1n the meaningful interaction between 
individuals. The reality 1S commonly constructed by the actors 
involving in the interaction process. Filial piety will be regarded as 
the behaviour and belief constructed and developed through the 
intergenerational interaction process. 
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3.4.3 Methodology of Anti-positivism 
3.4.3.1 Definition of Reality 
: . ,. 
Anti-positivist discovers or 'discloses' social reality by being 
receptive to and accepting the actor's own perception and 
interpretations and interpretations of the world fashioned through 
interaction with other actors. Since interaction generates perception 
and interpretative communication depends on language, language is 
obviously of central interest. Filial piety IS the result of 
interact~on process while filial piety crystallizes in language. 
3.4.3.2 The Process of Validation 
The process of validation does not lie in the accurate measurement 
and examine causal relationship of social phenomena. The process of 
validation IS to understand the ways through which reality are 
constructed in the process of interaction. The researcher tries to 
apprehend how reality is created by individuals in the process of 
interaction. The objective of researcher is to understand the process 
of interaction through which filial piety is constructed. 
3.4.3.3 The Form of Explanation 
To understand how actor perceives the external world, we should 
not explain human action in the form of explaining natural events. The 
explanation of human action and that of natural event are logically 
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different tasks. Natural events take place in the form of causal 
relationship while human event involves the elements of self-
reflection. One of the indicator revealing the self-reflection is 
" .. ... 
language and th~reby the study of language can reflect actor's 
perception on the other. 
3.4.4 Weber's Interpretative Sociology 
Weber may probably be the most influential person of putting 
emphasis on understanding and interpreting meaningful social behaviour. 
Weber conceives of sociology as a comprehensive science of social 
action. Action includes any behaviour that has been assigned 
subjective meaning. - We should make use of "Verstehen" to capture the 
subjective meaning of actor. Nevertheless, it is hard to categorize 
Weber into interpretive sociology, because he asserted the difference 
and nature between sociology (or cultural science) and natural science 
on the one hand while insisted the objectivity and scientific nature of 
sociology on the other (King, 1985: 40). 
3.4.5 Hermeneutics 
3.4.5.1 The Definitions of Hermeneutics 
Gadamer may well be one of the people who exert the greatest 
influence on the development of hermeneutics and anti-positivism 
especially ln Europe. For Gadamer, interpretation is not a 
psychological process of verstehen but involved in the interaction of 
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cultural traditions or forms of life. Hermeneutics has, 1n broad 
sense, its long tradition though it became popular in 60's. 
Hermeneutic simply means 'interpretation' or 'interpretative 
: .. .. 
understanding' (Wolf, 1975:812). As a tradition, Hermeneutics has been 
concerned with the 'interpretation of texts, cultural objects, 
historical periods and worlds-views (Wolf" 1975) . However, 
hermeneutics is itself so pervasive that it may be defined, at least, 
in six ways ( Palmer, 1985: 50): 
1) Hermeneutics as Biblical Interpretation 
' Her~eneutics was originally a method of interpretation of biblical 
texts, that is, Philology. A principle of interpretation 1S 
intentionally to be found as a frame of reference. Hermeneutics 1S a 
system for discovery of what is concealed in the texts. 
2) Hermeneutics as Methodology of Etymology 
The emphasis is now on the re-stating of meaning-relevance in terms 
which are appropriate to present day, instead of on the discovery of 
meaning-relevance in terms of the past, the author, and the texts 
(Wolf, 1975). 
But in both cases, the aim of hermeneutics is to discover a system 
of interpretation--a 'hermeneutical principle'--by which individual 
passages of text may be properly understood. 
3) General Hermeneutics 
Schliermacher is the first person who systematizes biblical 
hermeneutics and Philology as a general theory of hermeneutics on the 
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one hand and induces hermeneutics into philosophical studies on the 
other. The second contribution is his co~cept 'hermeneutic circle', 
adopted by Gadamer, 
and the parts, 
referring to the relationship between the wholes 
the texts and the contexts, . and the words and the 
sentences. 
4) Hermeneutics as Methodological Basis of Human Sciences 
Dilthey (Palmer, 1985: 53) recognised the methodological and 
epistemological foundation of the Geisteswissenschaften to acquire 
objective and reliable knowledge. 




philosophy of existence is of great importance in the 
hermeneutics from methodology and epistemology into 
the notion of the hermeneutic circle put forth by 
Heidegger, any interpretation which is to contribute understanding must 
already have understood what is to be interpreted. All understanding 
demands some measures of preunderstanding whereby further understanding 
is possible (Giddens,1976: 56). In Heidegger's sense, interpretative 
understanding of human things itself is a mode of man's being or 
ontological process while it is not simply a method of dealing with 
human phenomena. Focusing on individual's existence, Heidegger does 
not lift hermeneutics up to the level of collective existence. Gadamer 
incorporates and develops some elements of Heidegger's hermeneutics and 
pursues the ontological .orientation of hermeneutics. 
in details later on. 
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We will discuss 
6) Hermeneutics as a System of Interpretation 
Ricoeur puts focus on Philology again in that hermeneutics is a 
process of decoding from obvious meaning to concealed or hidden 
: -.. 
meaning. The main purpose of heimeneutics is dymystification. 
3.4.5.2 Gadamer's Hermeneutic Theory 
Hermeneutic theory in Gadamer's sense is most near the above fifth 
definition. However, it is difficult to introduce Gadamer's 
hermeneutic theory systematically by listing his and formal properties, 
because the ideas are interwoven and the .properties gain their meaning 
in these interwoven relationships (How, 1982: 15). I shall try to deal 
with Gadamer's key concept and demonstrate their relationship. 
Gadamer does not depart from the level of method In order to 
obtain objective knowledge. He extends Heidegger's conception into 
various fields such as human history, culture and art. His context 
interpretation IS based on Heidegger's ontological conception of 
understanding and is circular and dialogue in structure (How, 1982: 
18) . Interpretation is the form of being. Human experience is 
presented through the interpretation. In this sense, research In 
social science is not to manipulate, control and predict human 
behaviour and social phenomena but researcher, with a view of layman, 
devotes him- or her-self into the daily life to grasp the best 
understanding. 
Before Gadamer, classical hermeneutics is mainly concerned with 
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acquiring scientific objectivism (e.g. Dilthey) . In order to obtain 
objective knowledge and interpretation, we must give up our historical 
limitation and personal dispositions on the one hand, and return to 
original historical facets with methods from natural science on the 
other. Gadamer regards it as an illusion. For Gadamer, any objects to 
be interpreted and anyone to int'erpret are also embedded in history and 
tradition. Meaning is historically conditioned (Warnke, 1982: 201). 
Therefore, the importance of Gadamer lies in pointing out that the 
meaning of actions, practices and texts 1S rather the products if the 
interaction between a historically interpreted object and a 
historically situated subject of knowledge exists. To this extent, 
there is no definitive object in the human sciences and no definitive 
knowledge of it. Every generation must interpret heritage differently 
in terms of different vantage point, subject it to different questions 
and relate it to different concerns (Warkne, 1982: 351). 
Gadamer does not be!ieve that one can specify conditions under 
which truth will necessarily emerge like what classical hermeneutics 
intents to fulfill (How, 1982: 43) • Interpretation cannot be 
independent of a pre-critical reliance on tradition, and thus 
ultimately subordinate to its authority. The pre-critical and pre-
reflective nature of understanding is not a factor to be overcome by 
objective method, while on the contrary the background orientation for 
handling our world. Even unreflective obedience has its basis in a kind 
of knowledge--authority. Authority is a cognitive affair, based on the 
notion that some views are recognizably better, more adequate or more 
appropriate than others (How, 1982: 40). 
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"It is true that authority is necessary in order to be able to 
command and find obedience. But this proceeds only from the authority 
that a person has. Even the anonymous and impersonal authority of a 
superior' which derives from the command is not ultimately based on 
this order, but is what makes it 'possible. Here also its true basis is 
an act of freedom and reason, which fundamentally acknowledges the 
authority of a superior because he has ~ wider view of things or is 
better informed, i.e. once again, because he has superior knowledge" 
(Gadamer, 1975: 348). What Gadamer means is that even the unreflected 
recognition of authority is not characterized by blind obedience but 
includes an almost pre-reflective awareness that one view is superior 
to another (How, 1982: 42). Therefore, 1n spite of researcher or the · 
subjects to be studied, people must be ladened with their background, 
history and. tradition pre-understanding with one another. The factors 
of background, history and tradition cannot be avoided. With a 
certain or even different background, history, tradition and 
understanding, the researchers and subjects or social phenomena to be 
studied meet together in the process of study. The process in nature 
is a process of dialogue. 
Dialogue is made possible by the condition of our pre-judgements. 
Truth is to be found through a dialogic mode of enquiry, not through 
the monologic application (How, 1982: 21). In the process of 
understanding, only our pre-judgements make dialogue possible. For 
Gadamer, past and present , are always mediately understood. 
Interpretation is shown in the form of discourse or dialogue. 
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In the 
process of interpretation, "we must attempt to reconstruct the question 
to which the transmitted text is the the historical horizon it present 
us with ..... the text must be understood as an answer to a real 
, ~ .. .. 
question" (Gadamer, 1979: 337) . In this sense, hermeneutic 
understanding will be a process of working out the implication of the 
interaction between the subject and object of knowledge; it will be a 
process of elaborating an historically produced meaning by mediating it 
with the historical situation from which it is understood (Warkne, 
1982: 351) . Gadamer's notion of the interpretive process is dynamic 
and interactive (Kepnes, 1988: 206). 
For Gadamer, prejudice does not mean a false judgement; instead, 
what prejudice brings about is the working out of the truth. The 
particular prejudice of Enlightenment 1S its prejudice against 
prejudice (Colburn, 1986: 373; How, 1982: 35). 
"Historical analysis shows that it is not until the Enlightenment 
that the concept of 'prejudice' means a judgment that is given before 
all the elements that determine a situation have been finally examined. 
In German legal terminology a 'prejudice' is a provisional legal 
verdict before the final verdict is reached. For someone involved in a 
legal dispute, this kind of judgment against him affects his chances 
adversely ..... But this negative sense is only a consecutive one ..... 
'prejudice' certainly does not mean a false judgment, but it can have 
a positive and negative .value ..... " (Gadamer, 1979: 240). Without the 
influence of prejudice, the understanding of meaning is impossible. 
All understanding involves assumptions and projections that are the 
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result of historical experience (Warnke, 1982: 203). The implication 
is that the existence of pre-understanding and even prejudice is the 
reality and research must go along with a certain pre-understanding to 
study. However, what we concerned is how to avoid this and utimately 
approach the reality . . As we have mentioned above, dialogic mode of 
enquiry can do it but it involves language and meaning, the element of 
mediation in the process. 
In terms of the role of language in hermeneutic theory, meaning is 
a fundamentally rhetorical phenomenon and language is the medium In 
which ·we ~xperience meaning. There no being world in itself, but only 
the world which is disclosed to us through the languages of it. 
Gadamer applies the same dialogic model and ontological principles 
to our understanding of art-works. The mode of understanding art IS 
the same mode of understanding in other areas. Gadamer chooses this 
areas because it ought to be able to delineate the limits of scientific 
reasoning. The art work has a kind of self sufficiency, it stands in 
its own being (How, 1982: 24). We are in a certain fundamental sense, 
moved by the art work, and our encounter with it is hermeneutical, in 
the sense that it draws on the very projective nature of our existence 
for its comprehension (How, 1982: 25). 
The event of disclosure that takes place in the art work takes 
the form of play. Play is the clue to ontological explanation. 
Gadamer says," I select my starting-point a notion that has played a 
major role in aesthetics: the concept of play". 
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"Play" refers to 
neither to the attitude of the artist, nor the state of mind of the 
audience, but "to the mode of being of the art work itself". The 
methodological implication 'is that the figurative or metaphorical 
manner of our bein'g in the world is fundamental, while our li teral 
factual descriptions of ' the world, either their claim to objectivity, 
are in fact, untrue hypostatiiations of it (How, 1982: 28)~ Play 
requires whole-hearted participation. Gadamer belongs to a tradition 
which works on the basis that language and world are constitutionally 
bound together through man's life-practice in the form of history, 
discourse or tradition. The world is disclosed to us through the 
language. _ Accordingly, in the study of social science, we have to 
focus more on the language of the subjects to be studied, through 
which the reality can be -dug out. 
For Gadamer, past and present are always mediately understood. It 
is in the mediation between what is alien and what is familiar that 
the hermeneutic activity comes most clearly into view. Gadamer talks 
about "fusion of horizons" in describing this process of bringing 
something out of strangeness into familiarity. Also, the fusion of 
horizon has the implication that through the process of discourse, both 
the researcher and subject to be studied come a converge of ideas 
which are the thing most near to ~he reality. The process can be best 
exemplified by what we term "hermeneutic circle". 
Gadamer has in Truth and Method incorporated and developed 
Heidegger's discussion of the .hermeneutic circle from Being and Time 
into his hermeneutics. 
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In the dialogue with tradition, the initial 
positions of both interpreter and tradition are merged. Dialogue in 
textual understanding always involves a "hermeneutic circle" in which 
one anticipates the meaning of the book as a whole on the basis of a 
," .. ... 
reading of particular parts and corrects this reading in light of a 
developing interpretation of the whole (Warkne, 1985: 350). 
Hermeneutic circle refers to the mode of understanding in which 
the comprehension of the whole informs the understanding of the parts 
and the understanding of the parts inform the comprehension of the 
whole. That is, in our study, it is impossible a once-far-all study. 
We can only have a portion or even a little portion of knowledge on the 
subject or subject matter. The process of hermeneutic circle seems to 
be unavoided. Gadamer's "theory" tends to a philosophy of ontology and · 
therefore gives only methodological implication but gives no concrete 
thoretical framework and methodology. The suggestion and application 
for Gadamer's 11 theory" into concrete methodology in empirical study 
will be outlined in this chapter later on. 
3.4.5.3 Winch's Hermeneutic Theory: 
In addition to Gadamer's hermeneutic theory, Winch's hermeneutic 
theory should not be neglected as well. Winch and neo-Wittgensteinians 
ground the social sciences on the notion of language games and argue 
that their objectivity lies in uncovering the meaning of social 
phenomena in terms of nexus of norms, beliefs and practices to which 
they belong (Warnke, 1982: 3(6). This means that the meaning and 
intelligibility of an action depends on its relation the social 
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framework in which it is undertaken, to the nexus and the activities 
they govern (Warnke, 1982: 50). 
Winch's thesis springs from his analysis of the essential 
character of social reality, at the heart of which he finds the 
phenomenon of language use or symbol use. The key to understand 
social reality is found by looking to see what is involved in learning 
a language (Harrison, 1981: 37). 
For Winch, because social phenomena. e.g., social behaviour, are 
. .. 
rule-governed, the kind of knowledge appropriate to social inquiry can 
be gained by coming to "learn the rules", in turn, entails knowing the 
phenomena from the "inside", I.e., having the experiences of behaving 
in conformity with these rules. 
Winch refers the concept of a social phenomenon or act just the 
same thing as that of a meaningful, purposive individual behaviour. He 
explicates his use of meaningful by equating behavior with ipso facto 
rule-governed behaviour. The expressions of fear, love, jealousy, etc. 
are and must be recognizable in terms of socially established rules for 
the expression and identification of emotions· (Benton, 1977, 121; 
McCarthy, 1973: 354). The method Winch claims actually to be 
appropriate is that of philosophical analysis instead of empirical 
science and therefore Winch thinks that social scientists have 
pretensions which are doomed to failure, because they mistake the true 
nature of their endeavours (Giddens, 1976: 52). 
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Winch has thought the aim of social inquiry to be a kind of 
understanding of the phenomena investigated, which can be gained or 
validated by empathic, or empathy-like, or other participatory acts of 
the investigator (Rudner, 1966: 71). Winch draws attention to the 
condition of possibility of understanding involved in participants ln 
forms of social life. They are participants in a shared form of life 
or culture. Understanding an alien culture is problematic unless we 
are going to undergo a secondary socialization in the form of life 
(Benton, 1977: 121) . 
. . 
Winch and the neo-Wittgensteinians demonstrated that any 
explanation of actions or practices in terms of general laws depends on 
a prior understanding of their meaning. They argue that the very 
possibility of correctly identifying an action rests on understanding 
it in terms of the language game at which the stock of action 
description is located (McCathy, 1973: 357; Warkne, 1982: 348). And 
they showed that the explanation of particular actions, practice, or 
beliefs cannot simply ignore the "semantic field" or framework of norms 
and conceptions in terms of which agents understand them. Hence, the 
scientist who fails to consider the framework in which the activity 
goes on can neither identify or explain it (Warkne, 1982: 348). 
Rudner (1966: 70) charges Winch with committing a 'reproductive 
fallacy' . According to him, Winch is guilty of the reproductive 
fallacy when he argues that the only methodology appropriate to the 
investigation of rule governed phenomena is one that issues in a 
reproduction of the condition it investigates (Harrison, 1981: 37) . 
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Rudner reminds us that the function of science is to describe the 
world, not to reproduce it. He claims that Winch makes the mistake of 
thinking that the aim of science is to reproduce reality (Harrison, 
: .. ... 
1981: 40-41). However, Rudner makes a mistake 1n thinking that 
reflectiveness and "unreflectiveness are mutually exclusive. 
Reflectiveness may need unreflectiveness as a departure. 
One of the things which sociologists and anthropologists already 
do is to try to establish generalizations about different societies. 
Such endeavours are precluded by Winch's position but liable to 
relativism. Retreating from a full-blown relativism, Winch spe~ks of 
certain limiting notions-----birth, death and sexual relations-----that 
exists 1n all human societies, referring to biological universals 
(Giddens, 1976: 49-50; McCathy, 1973: 361). 
3.4.5.4 Comparison between Gadamer's and Winch's Hermeneutic 
Theory 
Gadamer, as a hermeneutic tradition of the nineteenth century, 
and Winch, as the neo-Wittgensteinian approach of the twentieth 
century share a concern with formulating the conditions of the human 
sciences and distinguishing them from those of the natural science. 
Gadamer emphasizes that the way of understanding 1S tied to 
practical usage. Winch also emphasizes the way 1n which understanding 
is grounded on practical meaning contexts (How, 1982: 73) . Its 
implication 1n empirical study is to understand a process of dialogue 
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or locating oneself in the real situation. Thus, indepth interview and 
participant observation may be preferred. 
: .. .. ..... 
Winch's "limiting notions" are the finite enabling conditions by 
which ' we have a world ,' in which good and evil can be done. Limiting 
notions define the ethical horizon J wherein people work out the 
possibilities for good and evil. Gadamer also points out the 
significance of death for the human practice of life, and in similar 
fashion to Winch, by pointing out that it is a special human capacity 
to be able to think beyond one's own life in the world. For both 
Winch and -Gadamer, morality has a fundamental significance (How, 1982: 
80). Our capacity to evaluate good and evil is given with our being 
human and constituted as pre-judgement to evaluate the world. 
Winch adopts similar ontological language like Gadamer in the· 
description of the nature of "limiting notions". Like Gadamer, Winch 
insists that an individual action (for Gadamer part of a text) cannot 
be understood in isolation from the system of rules (the whole text) in 
which it is located (How, 1982: 81). 
Gadamer thematizes the roles of history in our society but the 
character of Winch's thought is non-historical (Giddens, 1979: 58) 
It is what Gadamer calls "effective history". Tradition generates its 
effect through history as a mediation. Language and tradition are 
inextricably interwined. Tradition is the medium in which language 
continues and develops (McCarthy, 1973: 361). 
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3.4.5.5 Criticism on Gadamer's and Winch's Hermeneutic Theory 
What is problematic for Gadamer is being unable to specify the 
," .. ... . 
general conditions in which a legitimate dialogue might take place. He 
does not believe that one can specify conditions under which truth 
will necessarily emerge, in that conditions are always the concrete 
conditions of our own tradition, against which one cannot take up a 
wholly objective stance (How, 1982: 43). 
Likewise, Winch argues that the actions, practices and norms which · 
the sciences study are constituted within "semantic fields" or 
"language games" and that therefore the possibility of understanding 
them depends on a familiarity with the relevant games or fields~ 
However, Winch and neo-Wittgenstein were unable to delineate the 
boundary and the structure of the understanding of meaning to which 
they pointed. In The Idea of a Social Science, Winch conceived 
understanding as a re-socialization into the language game under study. 
In order to grasp the meaning of . the actions and practices of another 
culture, one had to understand them in the same way as the members of 
that culture. However, it was not clear how such re-socialization was 
possible (Warkne, 1982: 348). It remains unclear what language game 
the participating social scientist is playing. As what Warkne (1982: 
110) asks, "does Winch suppose that social scientists can simply leave 
their native language behind them in learning a new one? Or, as ln 
Gadamer's hermeneutics, are 'the two languages or sets of prejudices 
brought into relationship with one another and, if so, how?" In this 
sense, 
.3,2, 
Winch's hermeneutic theory is more ambiguous in specifying 
conditions, boundary and structure of the understanding of meaning. 
Gad~mer does not discuss any consequence of the dialogue with 
tradition other than agreement with it, (Warkne ,1982: 353). This may 
turn Gadamer into conservatism. 
Gadamer's and Winch's hermeneutic theory is basically an 
ontologically centered philosophy but not an epistemologically 
centered philosophy. For Gadamer and Winch, no formal set of 
procedures or methods can once and for all establish an undisputed 
claim to -reason, and thereby dispense with the hermeneutical situation 
(Colburn, 1986: 371). For Gadamer, the hermeneutical phenomenon is 
basically not a problem of method at all (Gadamer, 1979: xi). The 
hermeneutics is not a methodology of the human sciences, but an attempt 
to understand what the human sciences truly are, beyond their 
methodological self-consciousness, and what connects them with the 
totality of our experience of world (Gadamer, 1979: xiii). Reason can 
only be nurtured and sustained in the dialogue interplay between 
question and answer in the hermeneutical situation of communication. 
Reason is necessarily historical, and the individual must inevitably be 
existentially situated (Wolf, 1975: 818). The function of hermeneutics 
may become to suggest hypotheses and to relieve apprehension in the 
face of unfamiliar (McCarthy, 1973: 354). As a result, we find no 
concrete methodology apart from abstract "theory" and implications or 
stimulations. Even for P. Ricoeur, who advocated d'etour 
m'ethodologique to offer the rules of interpreting classics, no 
concrete steps are suggested (Shen, 1988: 21) . 
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Furthermore, Gadamer has not shown how a mode of inquiry requiring 
the incessant systematic re-examination of previous truth claim can be 
, .... .. .. ~ 
reconciled with the continuous, apparently unmethodical, and 
'precritical' elaboration of tradition in the interpretation of culture 
and human conduct (Misgeld, 1979: 227). Specifically, the conflict 
between positivism and hermeneutics has not been reconciled. 
Winch focuses on the rule-governed aspect of language and action. 
This illuminates the normative dimension of intersubjective life and 
indicates_ that any culture or "form of life" involves a certain 
categorical structure for understanding the world, acting and relating 
to others and that this structure is embodied in its language and 
practices (Warnke, 1982: 51). Winch's view seems to be a relativism 
which can conceive the actions and practices only in terms of 
conceptual framework of the community under studies (Ibid: 69). 
Gadamer's hermeneutic theory is an ontological philosophy without 
clear and specific steps of interpretation. Therefore, though it has 
some impacts on positivism, hermeneutics have not had any concrete 
methodology, research method and data collection instrument. It only 
gives criticism against positivism and some insights on theoretical 
argument. 
3.4.5.6 Implications from Gadamer's and Winch's Hermeneutic 
Theory 
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Though Gadamer's hermeneutic theory does not directly give 
concrete methodology, the hermeneutical approach can form the basis for 
generating new methods of inquiry in the human sciences, method rooted 
: .. . ... 
in an epistemology that acknowledges the intersubjective dimension to 
the practice of science' (Colburn, 1986: 370). We may turn our focus on 
the subjective dimension in our studies such as conversational 
analysis, human perception, cultural phenomena, etc .. 
Hermeneutics distinguishes the social from the natural sciences as 
forms of practical, not theoretical, knowledge. As Hermeneutic 
analyses, _the social sciences participate in an on-going dialogue about 
values and forms of life. The goal of dialogue is cognitive and 
normative agreement. Indeed, hermeneutics as an act of integration 
tries to expand consensus between different cultures and historical 
perspectives by mediating their claims to truth (Warnke, 1985: 339). 
This may elicit cross-cultural studies in social sciences. 
Though debate exists between Habermas and Gadamer, Habermas 
appreciates that hermeneutics represent a more adequate methodological 
standpoint in the cultural or social sciences. In particular, Habermas 
has recommended Gadamer's formulation of verstehen (interpretive 
understanding) as a more suitable method of investigation and analysis 
in the social sciences, because it preserves a recognition of the 
intersubjective situation of communication shared by both subjects and 
researcher alike (Colburn, 1986: 368) . Winch's idea implies the 
importance of language and social network. Though we may not submerge 
ourselves to a second socialization, we have still to note the language 
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and social relationship. Totally strange to a culture and its language 
make any study impossible. 
: .. .. 
The hermeneutic circle has theoretical value in that 
acknowledgement of the hermeneutical situation permits critical theory 
to criticize positivism for failing to take into account the knowing 
subject as an essential component of the condition of truth and 
knowledge (Colburn, 1986: 370) • In this respect, hermeneutics 
contributes a lot for critical theory on methodological debate. 
-Gadamer's idea on pre-judgement and prejudice indicates that 
researchers themselves also laden with their historical tradition and 
social values. It is unavoidable. The method of approaching reality 
seem to be "the dialogic mode of enquiry". This is a ever-lasting 
process with a view to achieving "fusion of horizon". The concrete 
research method and strategy has not appeared. However, from Gadamer's 
essence, this . mode of enquiry may include indepth interview and 
integration of qualitative and quantitative method. In the indepth 
interview, language is the mediation through which the discrepancy of 
counterparts with different historical conditions and limitations can 
be hopefully eliminated (Zhang, 1989: 262). Most theoretical analysis, 
such as the humanities we have referred in chapter two, usually has 
quotation of an ideal culture but not the real culture. The formation 
of language is the abstraction of human collective life. Language 
reflects the common expression of cultural elements and worth to be 
studied. 
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3.5 Methodological Implications 
From the above discussion, we may find that different appproaches 
also have their merits 'and limitations. Therefore, the uncovering of 
reality can hardly be obtain~d at a point in time with a single 
research method or methodology. 
involves the process of circle. 
Uncovering reality in human action 
As a researcher, facing a historical 
or social process, or even human action in a historical context, we 
cannot avoid having some pre-understanding or pre-judgement. We have 
to carry ~ut study with this pre-understanding or pre-judgement. After 
studying, we obtain a new pre-understanding which as the second 
preunderstanding or pre-judgement after refining our original pre-
understanding or pre-judgement is the basis on which we depends to 
carry out a new study. Of course, after this new study, we obtain a 
new pre-understanding or pre-judgement for further study again. This 
process 1S everlasting. Figure 2 presents this process. The 
methodology of positivism, the application of hermeneutics and even any 
other research method can be integrated into this circle. The 
horizontal line indicates the elapse of time, the point on the line 
dictates a point of time when a study is carried or when the pre-
understanding is constructed. The spiral delineates the range of 
reality we have found. With the activities of "methodological 













































On the other hand, the criticism in 3.3.1 indicates that the use 
of questionnaire is problematic, especially those translated from 
foreign countries. Fei (1990, 252) said that many indicators are not 
from the place under study. Thus, the contents and the wordings of 
questionnaire should ,'be constructed based on the pre-understanding in 
the social context under study. Moreover, the integration of 
quantitative research method and qualitative research method 1S the 
major component of hermeneutic circle in methodology. rei (1990, 253) 
asserted that quantitative analysis should be carried out after 
qualitative research. We think that is a good suggestion. However, 
the " int_egration of quantitative research method and qualitative 
research method can be of var10US types. The "methodological 
hermeneutic circle" in the thesis is the form of "quantitative method 
before qualitative method". The findings from survey and statistics 
may be hard to be comprehended and analyzed if the researcher has no 
sense on the social context under study. 
integration 
launched. 
of quantitative research 




There are several advantages of the "methodological hermeneutic 
circle". Applied to social science research, it helps us to: avoid the 
misuse of measurement instruments, to amend indicators in the survey 
research process, to interpret research findings more meaningfully and 
to help make micro-macro linkages. It is our hope that these four 
advantages are illustrated in the subsequent chapter. 
Firstly, with the "qualitative research before quantitative 
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research" approach, researcher explores the natural environment, 
captures the cultural elements, modes of life, linguistic 
characteristics, etc .. After that, the researcher is better equipped 
to construct more questionnaire items with higher degree of validity. 
It is well known that some items in questionnaires translated from 
abroad may only be applicable in one place but not in others. For 
example, from our experience in indepth-interview 1n Panyu County, an 
questio~ like "How often do you visit your parents?" is senseless to 
village people because they may live with their parents or live very 
closely to their parents in village even though they are economically 
. . 
separate from their parents. They may "go into their parents' house" 
many times everyday. For them, the above question, especially the term 
"visit", is absurd. Before the construction of a questionnaire, some 
interviews, observations or field trips are definitely very helpful. 
On the other hand, the "qualitative research after quantitative 
research" enable us to amend some indicators in the questionnaires. We 
found, for instance, that the item "How often do you visit your 
parents?", should be cancelled in future surveys. 
In addition, hermeneutic circle helps interpret statistical 
findings. Statistical findings give only some statistic for the 
relationship of variables but offers no interpretations. As 
interpretations can only come from researchers, it therefore means an 
imposition of researchers' interpretation on the findings. Yet their 
interpretations may be incorrect. Whether statistical findings 
confirms or contradict to the hypotheses is set by the researchers. 
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Researcher usually "think about" and "guess" the possible reasons for 
the findings. With the "qualitative research after quantitative 
research", we can do field study to find out if the researchers' 
.. ... ... 
reality fuses with that of their subjects. This would help prevent the 
undue imposition of subjective imagination on the statistical findings. 
At last, "qualitative research after quantitative research" helps 
to construct micro-macro linkages. Statistical findings represent 
"aggregate phenomena" that transcend individual level through which the 
researcher grasps the macro structure of the society. Indepth-
interview§ following the use of survey offers an opportunity to look 
into the micro-level understanding of actors. The dynamics of each 
actor can be detected. 
We may now delineate the difference between our "methodological 
hermeneutic circle" and the conventional methodology. Currently, when 
a researcher finds some inadequacies in research process, he or she may 
give some suggestions for further studies. The problem is that his or 
her followers still eagerly rely on the research tool and the same 
protocals. Social survey has the advantage of collecting a large of 
data to give a whole picture, but it is very difficult to use the same 
protocal over time for the detection of individual's dynamics of his or 
her perception over time. 
To an extent, convention~l research can amend any demerits of 
a study through making "suggestions for further studies" in a research 
paper. 
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The process is not flexible and too slow. Dependent on the 
subject and scope, a paper takes one year or even longer from pilot 
study, literature review to paper publication. 
Through methodological hermeneutic circle, we can carry out more 
quickly additional investigating for interpreting, supplementing, 
modifying and corroborating some tentative findings. The inherent 
reflective nature of the methodology makes it a suitable tool for 
integration of research methods. It can capture the reality more 
thoroughly. 
Notw~thstanding our claim made so far, we can hardly achieve the 
ideal situation of micro-macro linkage because different paradigms and 
approaches have different presumptions on human nature. As a result 
they focus on different aspects of research. Positivists tend to 
regard -people as passively influenced by large structure and conform 
to their role. Researchers under positivism tend to look into macro-
structure instead of individual phenomena. On the contrary, anti-
positivists, such as phenomenologists, symbolic-interactionists 
emphasize on the study in a individual level and the small group 
level. "}lethodological hermeneutic circle" here points out the 
possibility of integrating research methods on the structural level and 
on the individual level as an attempt to make micro-macro linkages. 
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Chapter 4 Research Problems 
From the literature, three approaches are suggested. The first 
one is to use survey to test the relationship between demographic 
variables with elderly care perception. The second one is to test 
one's filial piety and filial behaviour with a cognitive developmental 
approach in the form of indepth interview with dilemma story. The 
third one is to test filial belief in psychometrics. These three 
approaches are the traditional approaches on the study of filial belief 
and filial behaviour. 
The concept filial piety lasted for thousands of years and was 
assigned with various meanings in Chinese history by literators and 
historians. In the modern society, filial piety is affected by the 
change in social structure and . value from the west (Ye & Yang, 1988, 
pp.132) . Therefore, it 1S hard to have a universally applied 
definition of filial piety. 
In the field of social psychology, filial piety is children's 
combination of social attitude and social behavior towards parents. 
Attitude of filial piety includes cognitive level, affective level and 
intentional level. After content analysis, 15· Items of filial piety 
are found (Yang, 1987, pp.38-40; Yang,1988, pp.177-178). 
In our study, we firstly test the relationship between demographic 
variables and elderly care perception and 
intergenerational dynamics of elderly care perception. 
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then test the 
The former may 
falsify some results from the past studies while the latter reflects 
the dynamics of perception in Chinese village. 
Yang (1987: 48) claimed that a new filial piety emerges in modern 
industrial society in "which individual everlastingly seeks for more 
freedom, independence and autonomy. In modern society, social 
relationship is based on free will. People choose the people they 
like to interact. The two major determinants, blood bond or blood tie 
and land bond or land tie, on social relationship is deteriorating. 
New filial piety includes the following characteristics: 1) only 
involves the parent-child relationship in family, in stead of the 
traditional pan-filial piety. 2) the basis is on the mutual 
understanding and affection among parents and children. 3} emphasizes 
on moral principle of autonomy. The moral principle 1n traditional 
society is heteronomous principle while that in modern is autonomous 
morality 4} reciprocal interest in the new filial piety. 
Though we are not to seek for what Yang called "new filial 
piety", the dynamics of intergenerational elderly care perception is 
our major interest; that is, the perception of parent's request will 
influence the request on children , and these two also influence their 
future request " on children. The perception on parents' request may 
affect one's present request on children and future request on 
children. That is, one's perception or expectation on elderly care 1S 
the result of their perception on last generation's requirement. 
Respondents with different characteristics have different 
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perception of responsibility fulfillment, present request on children 
and future request on children. Independent variables are age, income, 
number of siblings, number of children. Dependent variables are one's 
perception of responsibility fulfillment, one's own present request on 
children and one's own future request on children. Conditional 
variable is sex. However, in further with statistical ' model, parents 
concern and one's own present concern may become independent variables. 
Control variable is region. The perception of parents' request will 
influence respondents' present request on children. The present 
request on children will influence future request on children. 
4.1 Definitions of Variables 
Conceptual and operational definitions of the variables under 
study: 
1) Age (AGE) : 
Conceptual definition: 
The period of time that a person has lived. 
Opera tional defini tion: 
The survey is carried out ln 1987 while the respondents answered 
their birth year (Item 1 in the questionnaire). Therefore, their age 
is equal to 87 minus the year of birth reported by the respondent. 
2) Number of Siblings (PNALCHD): 
Conceptual definition: 
The sum of brother(s} and ,sister(s) one has. 
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Operational definition: 
Respondents are asked to give some information of their siblings 
such as sex, birth year (Item 1 in the questionnaire). Thus, the 
:- .. .... 
number of siblings can counted from the questionnaire and at last 
installed in the system ' file under the variable name "PNALCHD". 
3) Number of Children (NCH): 
Conceptual definition: 
. The sum of son(s) and daughter(s) one has. 
Operational definition: 
'Respondents are asked to give the number of sons and daughters 
(Item 3 in the questionnaire). Hence, the number of children can be 
obtained by adding these two numbers together. 
4) Average Income (SUMPPER): 
Conceptual definition: 
The mean of money one person obtains ln a family in a year. 
Operational definition: 
Respondents are asked to give data on the cultivated area (acre), 
harvest (dan or picul), total cost (renminbi) and purchasing price in 
the market (renminbi per dan) on paddy, sugarcane, banana, 
plantains, lotus root, soybean, peanut and watermelon and other farm 
products (Item 7.3 in the questionnaire) They are also asked to 
offer family members' income from jobs other than farming (Item 7.4b ln 
the questionnaire). To get the total lncome data, we first multiply 
harvest by purchasing price in . the market on each farm products. We 
add them together to get the revenues. 
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Then, we deduct the cost from 
this amount to get their net income on farming. After that, we obtain 
their total income by adding their income on farming and income from 
jobs other than farming . At last, dividing the total income by the 
..... .. ..... 
number of family members, we get the average income. This income data 
are installed in a system file under the variable name "SUMPPER". The 
average income is calculated itidirectly with a rather complicated 
procedure but it is much more accurate than just asking the respondents 
to give an amount of average income of their families. 
5) Financial Support Responsibility Fulfillment: 
ConceEtual definition: 
The degree that one perceives one has achieved in money support 
for parents. 
Operational definition: 
This is measured by Item 5.2.1 in questionnaire. We coded '0' for 
'no', '1' for 'partial', '2' for 'yes'. 
6) Sentimental Care Responsibility Fulfillment: 
Conceptual definition: 
The degree that one perceives one has achieved In caring the 
feeling or emotion of parents. 
Operational definition: 
This is measured by Item 5.2.2. in questionnaire. We coded '0' 
for 'no', '1' for 'partial', '2' for 'yes'. 
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7) Daily Care Responsibility Fulfillment: 
Conceptual definition: 
The degree that one perceives one has achieved in caring parents' 
:- .. ... ~ 
daily life. 
Operational definition: 
This is measured by Item 5.2.3 in questionnaire. We coded '0' for 
'no', '1' for 'partial', '2' for 'yes' 
8) Parents' Request: 
Conceptual definition: 
"The perception of parents' priority of request. 
Operational definition: 
This is measured by Item 5.3 in questionnaire. The respondent are 
asked to to give the priority of parents' request. The coding for the 
various types of priority are as follows: 
'5 ' financial support, daily care, sentimental care 
'4 ' financial support, sentimental care, daily care 
'3 ' daily care, financial support, sentimental care 
, 2' daily care, sentimental care, financial support 
'1 ' sentimental care, financial support, daily care 
'0' sentimental care, daily care, financial support 
Higher score indicates the respondent perceives that parents 
emphasize "money" while lower score shows that the respondent perceives 
that parents focus on "sentiment". 
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9) Present Request: 
Conceptual definition: 
One's own perception on priority of request at the moment. 
Operational definition: 
This is measured by Item 5.4 in questionnaire. The respondent are 
asked to give priority of his or 'her present request on children. The 
coding method on this variable is identical to "parents' request". 
10) Future Request: 
Conceptual definition: 
One's own perception of request for future. 
Operational definition: 
This is measured by a composite score, based on Item 5.1a to 
5.10. in questionnaire, coded 'I' for request, '0" for not request. 
11) Sex (Control Variable): 
Conceptual definition: 
Physical characteristics that distinguish males and females. 
Operational definition: 
Respondent will select the questionnaire for wife or husband 
according to their sex. 
12) Region (Conditional variable): 
Conceptual definition: 
The geographical area. 
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Operational definition: 
Two regions with four places are studied; that is, the alluvial 
land and the old clan land . The places to be studied in the alluvial 
... ... .... 
land are Kwun Chung and Dei Chung. The old clan land includes Lin Tong 
and Siu Lung. 
4.2 Hypothesis: 
4.2.1 The First Group Hypothesis---- Relationship between 
Demographic Characteristics and the Perception of Responsibility 
Fulfillment: 
The concept of filial piety is deeply embedded 1n the mind of 
traditional Chinese as a kind of take for granted behaviour because the 
Chinese often encourage the concept of "paying back debts of gratitude 
towards parents". Thus, filial piety behaviour is regarded as a 
universal law regardless of the age that one belongs to. Therefore, we 
hypothesize that: 
1) There is no difference among age group 1n the perception of 
whether one has fulfilled his or her different types of 
responsibilities, including financial support, sentimental care and 
daily care responsibilities. 
While filial piety behaviour is carried out by the kids, the 
degree of burden depends on the number of siblings among the family. 
Usually, the larger the number of siblings, the lesser the burden will 
be fallen on each sibling. 
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This 1S due to the diffusion of 
responsibilities among the siblings and so it is easier for them to 
perceive that they have fulfilled the various responsibilities if the 
respond~~ts have more siblings. Thus it is reasonable to hypothesize 
that: 
2} The more the number of siblings of the respondents, the more 
likely that they perceive they have fulfilled their responsibility on 
various aspects. 
While the respondents on the one hand have to fulfill the various 
responsibilities towards their parents, 
to take - care of the their own children. 
they have, on the other hand, 
Since their resources are 
limited (usually average income and time), and so if the respondents 
have a greater number of children, they will have to pay more time and 
money on rearing children and consequently the amount of money or time 
left for fulfillment of responsibilities towards parents will be lesser 
than those who have a smaller number of children, with other things 
being equal. Thus we hypothesize that: 
3} The more the number of children the- respondents have, the more 
likely that they have not fulfilled their responsibility on money and 
care. 
While one has higher income, one will be more inclined to 
financially support their parents (Yu, 1987: 39), and as a result they 
will perceive they have fulfilled their responsibility on money and so 
the last of the first group hypothesis becomes: 
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4) The higher the average income, the more likely that they 
perceive they have fulfilled their responsibility on money. 
Findings will be listed on 6.1. 
4.2.2. The Second Group Hypothesis-----Relationship between 
Demographic Characteristics and ~he Present Request on Children 
With similar reasons as the first hypothesis of group two 
hypothesis, we hypothesize: 
1) There is no difference among age groups on the present request 
on children. 
It is reasonable to suggest that when one has quite a large number 
of children, one would not worry about one's financial care from 
children and thus may turn to demand more sentimental care from 
children. Hence, we have the following hypothesis: 
2) The more the number of children, the higher the request is on 
the sentimental care. 
As a person is financially sounded (i.e. his average income is 
higher than the others), there is no need for him or her to request 
financial support from children and instead he or she will request more 
sentimental care. Consequently, we have the hypothesis that: 
3) The higher the average lncome the respondetns have, the more 
likely the respondents request sentimental care. 
Findings will be listed on 6.2. 
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4.2.3. The Third Group Hypothesis-----Relationship between 
Demographjc Characteristics and the Future Request on Children. 
Similar reasons in group two hypothesis will be also applied to 
the third group hypothesis for future request on children. 
1) There is no difference among age group the future request on 
children 
2) The more the number of children the respondents have, the more 
likely the respondents request sentimental care. 
3) The higher the average income the respondents have, the more 
likely the respondents request sentimental care. 
Findings will be listed on 6.3. 
4.2.4. The Fourth Group Hypothesis-----Intergenerational Elderly Care 
Perception. 
1) The relationship between parents' request on respondents and 
respondents' present request on children. 
Socialization course is an important element in transmitting 
message or perception, and socialization in the family constitutes a 
significant part; parents' perception will have great influence on the 
next generation and so we hypothesize that: 
The higher the request to be perceived on financial support from 
parents, the higher the present request on financial support on 
children. 
59 
The higher the request to be perceived on sentimental care from 
parents, 
children. 
the higher the present request on sentimental care on 
: . . .. ~ 
2) The relationship between respondents' present request on 
children and respondents' future request on children. 
As a perception has been embedded in the mind of a person, it 
would be difficult to change in future. Thus, we hypothesize that 
future request will be consistent with present request: 
The higher the request on financial support at present, the higher 
the future request on financial support on children. 
The higher the request on sentimental care at present, the higher 
the future request on sentimental care on children. 
Findings will be listed on 6.4. 
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Chapter 5 Data Collection Methods and Methods of Analysis 
5.1 Data from Survey 
In 1987, Dr. Paul Kwong, C. K., the lecturer of the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong, co-operating with the Academy of Social 
Sciences of Guangzhou, P. R. C., carried out a survey in Panyu, on 
the study of elderly care in village in which an effective sample of 
220 couples were interviewed with questionnaires . 
. Befo.re the survey had been carried out, Dr. Kwong went wi th the 
staff of the Academy of Social Sciences of Guangzhou, to Foshan ( 
and Panyu for the purpose of collecting literature on socio-economic 
conditions and elderly care institution of Pearl River Delta. 
5.1.1 Research Design 
The survey for this thesis IS a study of testing hypotheses 
between variables. Cross-sectional design is employed. 
5.1.2 Sampling Method 
A multi-stage cluster sampling method is used. There are three 
stages, including the first stage to randomly select village, the 




Shiji was pre-determined by Dr. Kwong as the town under study. 
Shiji has twenty-nine villages, including SlX alluvial land villages, 
eleven old clan land villages, and twelve semi-alluvial-and-semi-old-
clan land. A sample of four villages area obtained from this total of 
twenty-nine villages. 
Firstly, equal number of the semi-alluvial-and-semi-old-elan land 
were randomly assigned to either the alluvial land or the old' clan 
land. As a result, two categories, the alluvial land group and the old 
clan land group were gained . The former has twelve villages while the 
. . 
latter has seventeen villages. Two villages from each group were 
sampled. They are Dei Chung, Kwung Chung, Lin Tong and Siu Lung. Dei 
Chung belongs to the alluvial land, Kwung Chung the semi-alluvial-semi-
old-elan-land, Lin Tong and Siu Lung the old clan land. 
2) Team: 
Four teams were randomly sampled from the above four villages. 
3) Household: 
A total of two hundred and sixty households were sampled. 
Firstly, twenty-six households from each team were sampled with a 
random table, and then a total of four hundred and sixty households 
were resulted. In Shiji, all households are listed in the household 
registration booklet. The registration conditions of the four hundred 
and sixteen households were checked with the household registration 
booklet and those households without the expected conditions were 
removed; that is, there should be at least one or more married females 
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aged twenty-five to forty-nine. The checking process were verified by 
primary school teacher in Shiji. Through this sampling procedures, Dr. 
Kwong makes sure that the samples represent those mid-life parents who 
:- . ..... 
are very likely to have parents and children. They are facing the 
responsibility to take Care of their parents. 
As a result, two hundred and fifty-five households were obtained, 
including eighty-four in Dei Chung, sixty-three in Kwung Chung, fifty-
two in Siu Lung and fifty-six in Lin Tong. 
Due to the residence registration booklet was a little bit outdated 
and some respondents are long-term going out, only two hundred and 
thirty-one households were studied. 
It was intended that couples were interviewed, with a 
questionnaire design of "husband questionnaire" and "wife 
questionnaire". Therefore, a total of four hundred and sixty-two 
questionnaires were sent. Both of husband and wife had to meet the 
expected conditions. Complete questionnaires returned were four 
hundred and forty questionnaires, that is, questionnaires of two 
hundred and twenty households were effective. The effective percentage 
was ninety-five. 
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5.1.3 Distribution of Respondents 
Table 1 Distribution ,of Respondents by Age, Sex, Number of Siblings, 
Number of Children, Average Income (Total Earning Per Person 




By Age and Sex 
Males Females 
Age n Percentage Age n Percentage 
23-29 28 12.7 24-29 33 15.0 
30-39 96 43.6 30-39 105 47.7 
40-49 72 32.7 40-49 76 34.5 
50-56 24 10.9 50-51 6 2.7 
By Number of Siblings 
n Percentage 
1 8 3.6 
2 11 5.0 
3 20 9.1 
4 27 12.3 
5 39 17.7 
6 35 15.9 
7 38 17.3 
8 23 10.5 
9 10 4.5 
10 6 2.7 
11 3 1.4 
By Number of Children 
n Qercentage 
0 5 2.3 
1 33 15.0 
2 93 42.3 
3 51 23.2 
4 26 11.8 
5 10 4.5 
6 2 0.9 
By Average Income (Total Earning Per Person ln a Year) 
n 12ercentage 
4-399.9 71 32.3 
400-799.9 70 31.8 
800-1199.9 41 18.6 
1200-1599.9 19 8.6 
1600-1999.9 4 1.8 
2000-2399.9 1 0.5 
2400-6199.9 10 4.5 
missing cases 4 1.8 
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5.2 Methods of Analysis on the Survey: 
The ~methods of analysis on the survey are as follows: 
1) Some cross-tabulation 
variables effect on filial 
tables are employed to 
perception. Chi-square 
analyze various 
test and gamma 
coefficient at 0.05 and 0.01 levels of significance are used to test 
the relationship. 
2) . Correlation among various variables: correlation coefficients at 
0.05 and 0.01 levels of significance are used to test the correlation 
among variables with interval or ratio measurement. 
3) LISREL model: We construct LISREL model to search for the 
interrelationship 
construction. 
of variables and to have model building or 
we 
5.3 Indepth Interviews 
After statistical analysis and 
return to Panyu again to do 
findings and analysis. 
some tentative analysis IS reached, 
indepth-interviews to verify our 
Our purposes to do in-depth interviews are three-folded: 
1) The findings of statistical proceedings may not be the "reality". 
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We have to verify our statistical findings on the realistic level. On 
the other hand, even though the findings are the "reality", we still 
have to make sense of this "reality" because we may find that some 
," .. ... ~ 
research findings are contradictory to our hypothesis and seem to be 
senseless. It may only due to our negligence on their contextual 
uniqueness. 
2) Findings from survey only represent a macro or collective 
phenomena from aggregate data or what Durkheim called "social facts". 
We have to "prove "our 'findings in a concrete context and in a micro 
level.' It may be called "micro-macro linkage". Micro-macro linkage 
here means that ln our hermeneutic circle, we go forth and back 
between macro- and micro- level to try to capture the more integrative 
interpretation. 
3) The relationship among variables only indicates the direction of 
relationship, we have to grasp the more comprehensive contents of the 
relationship of the variables. 
5.3.1 The Schedule of Indepth-interviews: 
Two field studies of indepth-interviews were carried out in early 
June, 1991 and in early June, 1991. In the first field study, we 
interviewed the following persons: Wang Zhou Xuan, headman of Lin Tong; 
Wang Jin Wei, village people of Lin Tong; Liang Ju Quan, headman of 
Kwun Chung; Quo Guan Xi, village person of Kwun Chung and He Ming Zhi, 
village headman of Dei Chung. In the second study, we interviewed Zhou 
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Guan Tian, secretary of Panyu County; Chen Cai, vice-secretary of Panyu 
County; Wang Rong Kai, vice-chairman of Shiji; Wang Zhou Xuan, headman 
of Lin T9~g; He Ming Zhi, village headman of Dei Chung; Xian Bo Liang, 
village person of Dei Chung and Guo Jin Yao, village person of Dei 
Chung and Wang, driver ~f the People's Government in Shiji. 
During the two field visits, we had indepth-interviews with some 
village persons and cadres such as the headman of a village, the vice-
chairman, secretary and vice secretary. It may be argued that the 
perception of cadres may not represent well the elderly care perception 
of the common village people. To safeguard this, we . not only 
interviewed the cadres but we also interviewed village people. 
Moreover, the responses from both cadres and village people can be 
counter-checked with one another, ensuring to capture the reality more 
thoroughly. 
Since cadres are relatively educated or have wider scope of 
viewpoints, they are more readily able to comprehend our questions on 
the statistical findings than the farmers. Cadres are also more 
accessible for interview. Experience from two field studies indicates 
that it would hard be for interviewer to choose respondents. In our 
situation, some village people were out to work in the afternoon. 
Sometimes they gathered together in the interview room. A respondent 
would be easily disturbed by others. 
In short, we tried to interview as many village persons and cadres 
as possible. 
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Interviewing cadres brings benefits to our study and 
analysis rather than causing any serious problems. 
5.4 The Analysis of Indepth-interview: Verbal Descriptions 
Our further indepth-interview enables us on the one hand to 
verify our finding and analysis after statistical proceedings, but on 
the other hand, especially important, let us acquire indepth 
understanding of the village people's elderly care perception. The 
reality, that is, the real elderly care perception, 1S found and 
constructed through the interaction process of indepth-interview. The 
two objects, the researcher and the respondent, are ladened with 
different historical background come to have discourse and ideally have 
achieved what Gadamer called "fusion of horizon". 
In this case, discourse is the process in which language plays a 
very important role. In our first indepth interview with the village 
people, we found that various comprehensive sentences and vocabulary 
vividly reflects their elderly care perception. Therefore, analysis in 
~espondents' description is a very suitable way to analyze their 
perception. Another merit of language is that we can avoid speaking 
for the people we study. Positivism or positivistic approach 1S 
criticized by phenomenology that positivistic researcher constructs the 
reality and then imposes it on the people under study. Furthermore, it 
is said that social reality is only the result of the typification of 
researcher. 
Verbal descriptions of the scenes studied, elderly care perception 
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in our case, are differentiated into six types: ethnocentric 
descriptions, social science descriptions, standard ethnographies, 
monolingual ethnographies, life histories and ethnographic novels 
(Spradley, J. P., 1979: 22). 
Ethnocentric descriptions make almost no use of native language. 
The people and their way of life are characterized in stereotypes such 
as lazy, dirty, ignorant, primitive, weird and uneducated. This type 
of d~scriptions is stereotyped and biased. Ethnocentric descriptions 
appeared in the writings of early missionaries and continue to appear 
today ' in the popular literature about other cultures or subcultures 
within a society. 
Social science descriptions usually take place as part of 
theoretically-based studies which test hypotheses. However, social 
scientists are outsiders to these cultures and their analytic concepts 
are not the ones employed by informants. They may make the above-
mentioned mistakes of imposing their ideas on another culture they are 
not familiar. One instrument usually adopted by positivist 
sociologists In survey is questionnaire with close-ended or structured 
questions. When the researcher is an outsider of the culture to be 
studied, problems will arise. The wordings, phrases, sentences In the 
questionnaire may be in such a way that it makes meaningless to the 
respondents. For example, a question "How often do you visit your 




Those in traditional Chinese village may well live with 
Even though one splits up the family property and lives 
apart, one 1S very likely to live in a house very close to one's 
parents. Accordingly, one may go in their parents' house from time to 
time. It is hard to count "how often" one visit parents. Of course, 
the question may be suitable to females who have been married or those 
who go away from his or her village to work. Certainly, other research 
method; for example, indepth interview, may have also this problem. 
However, structured questionnaire is less flexible to correct when 
lot of mistakes are found. 
Standard ethnographies show great variety in the extent that to 
which the~ employ native languages. Some glve lip service to 
informants' concepts and even include a few natives terms 1n 
parentheses throughout the description. This approach can avoid the 
demerits of social science description which speak for the respondents. 
Monolingual ethnographies move a step closer to a description of a 
culture in its own term. The ethnographer translates the ethnography 
into English or the investigater's language. However, only giving lip 
service or translation may neglect the analysis of macro-structure. 
Life histories reveal the details of a single person's life and 
1n the process show the important parts of the culture. Ethnographic 
novels written by native authors provide descriptions close to the 
insider's point of view. Ethnographic novels are rich in descriptions; 
they make use of the language spoken in the communities from which the 
characters come. Such novels can capture the subtle meanings of a 
culture and portray them in a way that gives the reader a deep insight 
into another way of life. 
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In short, language is the most important element in the verbal 
description of cultural scenes studied. Therefore, more focus should 
~ . ~ 
be put on the words, phrases, sentences and conversations during 
indepth interview in our study. Our survey findings are approximately 
the social science descriptions while analysis on indepth interview is 
located at around standard ethnographies and monolingual 
ethnographies. 
Before my statistical proceedings, some pilot study and survey had 
been carried out. In February and March, 1987, Dr. Paul Kwong, Mr. 
Li Jiang Tao and some researchers inquired of the Civil Administration 
Organization, Statistics Department, Public Security Department, 
Judicature Department, Birth Planning Department and Ministry of Public 
Health in Fo Shan (~~~) and Panyu County for collection of 
information concerning the socio-economic conditions, elderly care 
system of Pearl River Delta. An exploratory survey was also carried 
out in Wan Qing Sha (~~jJJ') of Panyu County in the same period to 
acquire familiarity with the family structure and size, mode of elderly 
care, income and mode of life; The everlasting studies with pre-
understanding and refinement can regarded as an on-going hermeneutic 
circle. The circle involves different elements of research and 
interpretation. From this, we have an organic integration of analysis 
and survey in a hermeneutic approach. 
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Chapter 6 Findings 
In thjs chapter, 
hypothesis which we 
we shall present the statistical findings on the 
have mentioned in 4.0. Interpretation and 
discussion should be referred to 7.0. 
6.1 The First Group Hypothesis-----Relationship between Demographic 
Characteristics and the Perception of Responsibility Fulfillment 
In this section, table 2 presents the relationship between the 
perceptio~ of responsibilities fulfillment and demographic 
characteristics for males and females. Table 3 reveals the same 
relationship for males samples in the alluvial land and in the old 
clan land Table 4 delineates the same relationship for females 
samples 1n the alluvial land and in the old clan land. Demographic 
characteristics refer to four variables, including age, parents' number 
of children (pnalchd), number of children (nch) and average income per 
person (sumpper). 
For males, 1n all age groups, a large percentage of respondents 
thought that they have fulfilled financial support responsibility. As 
a result, the gamma coefficient as indicated in table 2 is only -0.04 
and is not significant. We accept our hypotheses that there 1S no 
difference among age groups on the perception of fulfillment on 
financial support responsibility. 
Parents' number of children (pnalchd) is found to have 
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significantly n~gative correlation with fulfillment of financial 
support responsibility (gamma=-O.12, p~O.Ol in table 2). It means that 
the larger the number of the respondents' siblings, the more likely 
... .... 
that they think they have not fulfilled their financial support 
responsibility. Overall speaking, only parents' number of children is 
found to be significantly correlated with the perception of financial 
support responsibility fulfillment. The correlation is negative. If 
respondent has more siblings, he or she is more likely to think that he 
or she has not fulfilled their financial support responsibility. This 
finding is unexpected. We will examine the relationship again by 
controlling area. 
Gamma coefficient shows that age 1S negatively correlated with 
their perception on fulfillment of sentimental care responsibility. 
However, the relationship is weak and is not significant (gamma=-O.18, 
in table 2) • Parents' number of children is found positively 
correlated with the perception of sentimental care responsibility 
fulfillment and the correlation is weak. The more the siblings the 
males respondents have, the more likely they think they have fulfilled 
sentimental care responsibility (gamma=O.06, p~O.Ol 1n table 2). Table 
2 indicates that no significant correlation 1S found between 
demographic characteristics and daily care responsibility fulfillment. 
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Table 2 Coefficient of Association (Gamma) between Fulfillment of 
. Responsibilities and Demographic Variables by Sex, 
: .. . ~ 
County, 1987 
Males 
Variables Financial Sentimental 
Support Care 
Age -0.04 -0.18 
pnalchd -0.12** 0.06** 
nch 0.34 0.35 
sumpper -0.03 -0.17 



























(Age: age of the respondents; pnalchd: no. of siblings of the 
respondents; nch: no. of children of the respondents; sumpper: average 
income of the respondents) 
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For females, as showed in table 2, the number of children (nch) is 
found to have weak negative correlation with the perception on the 
fulfillment of financial support responsibility (gamma=-O.03, p~O.Ol); 
: .. .. .... 
that is, the larger the number of children, the less likely that the 
respondents think that they have fulfilled their financial support 
responsibility. Those who have more children may have more financial 
burden and is therefore relatively unable to fulfill financial care 
responsibility. Table 2 reveals that correlations between other 
variables and daily care responsibility fulfillment is not significant. 
T~ble 2 also shows that parents' number of children are fou~~ to 
be positively significantly correlated with the perception of 
fulfilling the sentimental care responsibility (gamma=O.03, p~O.Ol) 
while respondents' number of children is negatively significantly 
correlated with the perception of fulfilling the sentimental care 
responsibility (gamma=-O.08, p~O.Ol). The more the number of parents' 
children, that is , the more the siblings of the respondents, the more 
likely that the respondents think that they have fulfilled sentimental 
care responsibility. The more the number of children the respondents 
have, the more likely that they have not fulfilled the sentimental care 
responsibility. Except this, no other variables are found to be 
significantly correlated with the perception of fulfilling sentimental 
care responsibility. 
In the same table, number 'of children is found to be negatively 
correlated with the perception on the daily care responsibility 
(gamma=-O.21, 
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p~O.Ol) . The large the number of children the 
respondents have, the more likely that the respondents think that they 
have not fulfilled the daily care responsibility. Other variables are 
found to ... have no significant correlation to the perception of 
fulfilling daily care responsibility. 
In short, we found no significant correlation of age and average 
income with the perception of responsibility fulfillment. However, we 
found some differences between males and females. For males, number of 
siblings is found to affect ' their perception of various 
responsibilities. As worked out in table 2, parents' number of 
children, -that 1S, number of siblings is negatively related to the 
perception of financial support responsibility fulfil~~ent (G=-O.12, 
p~O.Ol) while number of siblings 1S positively correlated to 
sentimental care responsibility fulfillment (G=O.06, p~O.Ol). We 
accept the hypotheses that for males the more the number of siblings, 
the more likely that they perceived they have fulfilled their 
sentimental care responsibility but reject the hypotheses on financial 
support responsibility fulfillment. 
For females, number of children is found to influence their 
perception of various responsibilities fulfillment. Refer to table 2, 
number of children is negatively correlated to the perception of 
financial support responsibility, sentimental care responsibility and 
daily care responsibility respectively (G=-O.03, p~O.Ol; G=-O.08, 
p~O.Ol; G=-O.21, p~O.Ol). Of the correlations, that of number of 
children and daily care responsibility stronger than others. Number of 
siblings is found to positively correlated 
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to the fulfillment of 
sentimental care responsibility (G=O.03, p~O.Ol). We accept th e 
hypotheses that for females the more the number of children, the mor e 
likely that they think they have not fulfilled their various 
responsibilities. We also accept the hypotheses that the more the 
number of the siblings, the more likely that they think they have 
fulfilled their sentimental care responsibility. However, the 
relationship between the number of siblings and financial support 
responsibility fulfillment, and the relationship between the number of 
siblings and daily care responsibility fulfillment are not significant. 
Males seem to be more influenced by the number of siblings while 
females are affected mainly by the number of children. It is an 
overall picture. We have to examine whether the situation still exists 
in different areas. 
For males of the alluvial land, as listed in table 3, the number 
of siblings is positively related to the perception of financial 
support responsibility fulfillment (G=0.09, p~0.05). Besides, the 
number of siblings is found to be positively related to the perception 
of sentimental care responsibility fulfillment (G=O.22, p~0.05) 
whereas the number of siblings is also found in to be positively 
correlated to the fulfillment of daily care responsibility (G=0.34, 
p~O. 05) . 
The findings In the males of the alluvial land support our 






they have fulfilled their various 
the correlation between age and the 
fulfillment of responsibility is not significant. It support s ou r 
hypotheses that there is no difference among different age groups on 
the perception of responsibility fulfillment. 






* p ~0.05 
Responsibilities and Demographic Variables by Land Type for 
Males, Panyu County, 1987 







Sentimental Daily Financial 
Support Care Care 
-0.13 -0.24 0.00 
0.22* 0.34* -0.34** 
0.39 0.28 0.39 
-0.33 -0.07 -0.17 













(Age: age of the respondents; pnalchd: no. of siblings of the 
respondents; nch: no. of children of the respondents; sumpper: average 
income of the respondents) 
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Table 4 Coefficient of Association (Gamma) between Fulfillment of 






* p ~0.05 
Females, Panyu County, 1987 

































(Age: age of the respondents; pnalchd: no. of siblings of the 
respondents; nch: no. of children of the respondents; sumpper: average 
income of the respondents) 
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In the old clan land, found from table 3, the number of parents' 
children (pnalchd), that is, the number of siblings is negatively 
correlated to perception of financial support responsibility 
fulfillment, and daily care responsibility fulfillment for males 
samples respectively (G=-0.34, p~O.Ol; G=-0.28, p~0.05). It means that 
the more the number of siblings the respondents have, the more likely 
that they think they have not fulfilled their financial support 
responsibility and daily care responsibility. The effect of pnalchd 
does not make sense, it needs further study. However, we find that in 
the two lands, males are affected by the number of their siblings, that 
is, the family size, though the direction of influence is different. 
Just found from table 4, no significant correlation is found for 
f~males of the alluvial land. The only finding for females samples in 
the ola ~ '~n l and, as ~howe1 in table 3, is that the number of siblings 
is negatively correlated to the perception of sentimental care 
responsibility fulfillment (G=-0.08, p~0.05). The correlation is very 
weak. 
In short, table 2 shows that males are affected by the number of 
siblings. The more the number of siblings, the more likely that they 
percelve they have fulfilled their sentimental care responsibility. 
However, the number of siblings and the perception of financial support 
responsibility fulfillment is found to be negatively correlated. For 
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females, as seen from the same table, the number of children is found 
to influence their perception of responsibility fulfillment. The 
larger the n~~ber of children, the more likely that they perceive they 
have not fulfilled their various responsibilities. 
After controlling the region, table 3 indicates that for males 
in the alluvial land, the positive relationship between the number of 
siblings and the perception of various responsibilities fulfillment is 
found. However, we found negative correlation between the number of 
siblings and the perception of financial support and daily care 
responsibility fulfillment for males in the old clan land. It needs 
further study. We also found significant correlation between the 
number of 
responsibility 
siblings and the fulfillment 
for females samples of the old 
of sentimental care 
clan land in table 4. 
However, the correlation is very weak. For females of the alluvial 
1 2~d, no significant correlation is found. 
6.2 The Second Group Hypothesis-----Relationship between Demographic 
Characteristics and the Present Request 
Here the demographic variables refer only to age, number of 
siblings and average income. All the relationships are not significant 
ln table 5 and table 6. Demographic variables may not be good explanans 
to predict respondents' present request on children. Thus, parents' 
request may be better predicted variable on one's own present request. 
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. ~ ) ~0.05 ** p ~0.01 
Panyu County, 
(Age: age of the respondents; nch: no. of children of the respondents; 
sumpper: average income of the respondents) 
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Table 6 Coefficient of Association (Gamma) between Present Request on 





* p ~0.05 
County, 1987. 





** p ~0.01 





Males in the 




Females in the 




(A~ : . · le of the respondents; nch: no. of children of the respondents; 
sumpper: ~verage income of the respondents) 
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6.3 The Third Group Hypothesis-----The Relationship between 
Demographic Characteristics and the Future Request on Children 
Item 5 1n the questionnaire is used to measure respondents' future 
request on children. It is composed of item a to item 0 (refer to item 
1 in appendices), coded with '0' for 'not request' and '1' for 
'request'. The fifteen-item question is analyzed with factor analysis. 
The functions of factor analysis techniques are fourfolded. Our 
purpose is to create an entirely new set of a smaller of variables to 
replace the original set of variables for inclusion in subsequent 
correlation analysis. The extraction method is principal components 
analysis. As for rotation method, three major " orthogonal approaches 
have been developed: QUARTIMAX, VARIMAX AND EQUIMAX. There 1S no 
compelling analytical reason to favour one rotational method over 
another. The VARIMAX method of rotation is the most widely utilized. 
VARIMAX method of rotation is employed in our analysis. OBLIMIN method 
is also used to examine the correlation among the factors. 
6.3.1 Extraction of Two Factors from All Samples 
Table 7 presents the factors loadings of the items under two 
factors. Factor 1 includes the items "give you gifts in the New Year 
or other festivals", "give you money regularly", "visit you in the New 
Year or other festivals", "help you 1n housework", "visit you 
regularly" and "supporting your living with basic allowance". The 
items common to both males and females are "give you money regularly", 
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"visit you in the New Year or other festivals " , "help you in 
housework", while those different are "give you gifts in the New Year 
or other festivals It to females. It seems that males and females also 
, ". 
need materials and care. Factor 1 can be named as "materials and 
care". 
Factor 2 includes the items "be successful & be admired outside", 
"think of your 'face' for everything", "have a grandson", "be humble to 
you when they speak to you" and "not to quarrel with you". Factor 2 
can be named as "face" The common items are " be successful & be 
admired outside", "think of your 'face' for everything" and "have a 
grandson" while the different items are "be humble to you when they 
speak to you" and "not to quarrel with you" which belongs to males. We 
may interpret that males are stronger in the sense of authority. 
It is found that overall speaking, males and females have common 
Both of males and females also require materials and care, and 
face. .. ,; ~ver , they have some differences in view of their some 
different items under the factor 1. Therefore, we are going to use 
factor analysis to analyze the males and females separately. 
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Give you money regularly 
Visit you regularly 
Have a grandson (to continue family name) 
Live together with you 
Give you gifts in the New Year or other festivals 
Think of your "face" for everything 
Be successful and be admired outside 
Share with you their luxury goods 
Support your living with basic allowance 
Visit you when you are sick 
Not to quarrel with you 
Let you control their finances completely 
Be humble to you when they speak to you 
Visit you in the New Year or other festivals 
Help you in housework 
6.3.2 Extraction of Two Factors from Males 
Table 8 presents the factor loadings of the items under two 
factors for males and females. For males, it is found that K-M-O value 
is 0.63 (> 0.5) while the eigen values of the two factors are 2.83 and 
2.10 (>1) respectively. 
Factor 1 includes flthink of your 'face' for everything", "be 
successful and be admired outside fl , "be humble to you when they speak 
to you" , flvisit you when you are sick fl , flnot to quarrel with you" , 
"have a grandson". The eigen value of factor 1 is 2.1 and factor 2 is 
1.49. Males factor 1 shows patriarchal style of authority 
consciousness, the need of "face fl and the requirement of children's 
conformity. Of the items, we found that the factor loading of "think 
of your 'fac \ T for everything" is the greatest. Males factor 1 can be 
named as .• face" • 
Factor 2 includes "give you money regularly", "give you gifts in 
the New Year or other festivals It, "support your living with basic 
allowance", "visit you in the New Year or other festivals", "visit you 
regularly" "help you in housework". 
be money and materials in nature. 
We found that these items tend to 
Some items tend to be sentimental; 
for example, "visit you in the New Year or other festivals", "visit you 
regularly". 
are larger, 
However, the factor loadings of the first three factors 
showing that the ability of these items to explain 
variance are greater. Males factor 2 can be named as "substantial". 
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Table 8 Factor Loadings of Various Variables under Two Factors for 
Males and Females 
Males Females 
FACTOR 1 FACTOR 2 Factor 1 Factor 2 
ME1F .73301 FD1N .68048 
ME1G .64619 FD1E .59873 
ME1M .50852 FD1B .58453 
ME1J .39566 FD10 .38372 
ME1K .39219 FD1J .30219 
ME1C .36670 FD1M 
ME1H FD1K 
ME1A .65262 FD1C .59626 
ME1E .54065 FD1G .55722 
ME1l .47581 FD1l .54030 
ME1N .42307 FD1D .32238 .44061 
ME1B .37750 FD1F .43504 
ME10 .35972 FD1A .33810 .33940 
ME1D . J j883 .35109 FD1H 
"~1 .. Tt FD1L 
Overall speaking, the items that can reflect the requirement of 
males on children ln future is face, money and materials, while 
"sentiment" is of minor importance in terms of factor loading. As for 
the item "living together with you", the factor loadings under two 
factors are very near (0.34 under factor 1 and 0.35 under factor 2), 
while the value is quite small. Therefore, it is difficult to ascribe 
this item into which factor. We have tried to proceed with factor 
analysis after abandoning this item and found that the change is mlnor. 
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The items are also analyzed with oblique rotation. We found that 
the correlation between two factors are 0.19, indicating that two 
factors have only weak correlation. 
6.3.3 Extraction of Two Factors from Females 
Just the same as males, items in question 5 are analyzed with 
factor analysis with two factors for female respondents. It is found 
that K-M-Q value is 0.72 (>0.5). Factor l's eigenvalue is 2.47 (>1) 
and the factor 2's eigenvalue is 1. 
Factor 1 includes "visit you in the New Year or other festivals", 
"give you gift in the New Year or other festivals", "visit you 
regularly", "help you in housework", "visit you when you are sick". 
The factor loading of "visit you in the New Year or other festivals" 1S 
the largest. Factor~ 1 can be named as "sentiment and care". 
Fac t - 2 includes "have a grandson", "be successful and be admired 
outside " "support your living with basic allowance", "think of your 
'face' for everything It. Factor 2 can be named as "face". The factor 
loading of the item "have a grandson" is the largest, reflecting that 
having a grandson is important to females. "Support your living with 
basic allowance" also reflects females's face. In village, the 
number of children is an indicator of conspicuousness for females. 
As for the items "live together with you" and "give you money 
regularly", their factor loadings under two factors are very near. For 
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"live together with you", factor loadings are 0.32 and 0.44 under 
factor 1 and factor 2 respectively. For "give you money regularly", 
factor loa~~?gs are also 0.34 under factor 1 and factor 2. This 
reflects that it is difficult to classify "live together with you" and 
"give you money regularly" into the factor "sentiment" and "care" or 
"face". We may say that "live together with you" and "give you money 
regularly" are the basics for females. In other words, females needs 
these items under all conditions. 
After oblique rotation is analyzed, it is found that the 
correlation of the two factors is 0.37, showing a moderately correlated 
relationship. 
A point we have to note is that "living together with you" have 
almost the same factor loading under two factors in spite of males or 
females. It may indicate that living together with children is basic 
to both males and females under any circumstances. 
6.3.4 Extraction of Three Factors 
If factor analysis are analyzed with three factors. For males, K-
M-O value is 0.63 (>0.5). Eigen values are 2.16, 1.46 and 0.73. Table 
9 shows the factor loadings of the items under three factors for males. 
It is found that the composition and the items sequence in factor 1 are 
just the same as the factor 2 extracted by two factors. As for factor 
2 and factor 3, they are only the result of the separation of item 
originally under factor one extracted by two factors. 
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As for females in table 10, "support your living wi t h basic 
allowance" is still located at factor 2 "face" after factor analys i s 
are processed with with three factors. "Give you money regularly" 1S 
clearly located at factor 1 "sentiment and care". As factor 3, 
composed of "not to quarrel with you" and "be humble to you when they 
speak to you", the eigenvalue is 0.83, only explaining 5.5% variance. 
We can see that "authority" can only explain very few in variance for 
females. 
Table 9 Factor Loadings of Various Variable under Three Factors for 
Males 
FACTOR 1 FACTOR 2 FACTOR 3 











ME1D .30130 .48406 




Table 10 Factor Loadings of Various Variables under Three factors for 
Females 
















6.3.5 Extraction of Two Factors by Sex and Region 
Though we find that there are some differences between males and 
females, our respondents come from different lands. Different lands 
have unlque and different characteristics to which we must pay 
attention. 
Table 11 lists the factor loadings of items under two factors for 
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males and females in the alluvial land. To the males in the alluvial 
land, Kwung Chung and Dei Chung, it is found that K-M-O value is 0.60. 
Factor 1 in~.ludes the i terns "thinking of your 'face' for everything", 
"be successful and be admired outside", "be humble to you when they 
speak to you", "not to quarrel with you" while factor 2 "give you 
money regularly", "visit you regularly", "visit you in the New Year or 
other festivals" and "give you gifts ln the New Year or other 
festivals". Factor 1 can be named as "face". Factor 2 can be named as 
"substantial". 
To the females in the alluvial land, Kwung Chung and Dei Chung, it 
is found that K-M-O value is 0.67 Factor 1 includes "visit you in the 
New Year or other festivals" "visit you regularly", "give you gifts in 
the New Year or other festivals" and "help you in housework". Factor 1 
can be named as "sentiment". Factor 2 includes "be successful and be 
admired outside", "thinking of your 'face' for everything", "have a 
grandson" and "support your living with basic allowance ll • Factor 2 can 
be named as "face", especially external face. 
Table 12 shows the factor loadings of the items under two factors 
for males and females in the old clan land. To the males ln the old 
clan land, Siu Lung and Lin Tong, the K-M-O value is 0.60 Factor 1 
includes "thinking of your 'face' for everything", "be successful and 
be admired outside ll , IIbe humble to you when they speak to you", lino to 
quarrel with you". Factor 1 can be named as "face". This factor 
demonstrates patriarchical authority and they want "face ll • 
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Factor 2 of males in the old clan land includes "let you control 
their finances completely", "give you money regularly" and "give you 
gifts in the New Year or other festivals". 
"substantial". 
Factor 2 can be named as 
As for the factors of the females ln old clan land, the K-M-O 
value is 0.64. Factor 1 includes "give you money regularly", "live 
together with you", "support your living with basic allowance", "give 
you gifts in the New Year or other festivals", "help you ln housework". 
Factor 1 can. be named as "care". 
Factor 2 for the females in old clan land includes the items "be 
humble to you when they speak to you", "visit you regularly", "think of 
your 'face' for everything" and "not to quarrel with you". Factor 2 
can be named as "face", especially internal face. 
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Table 11 Factor Loadings of Various Variables under Two Factor s by Sex 
ln the Alluvial Land 
Males Females 
FACTOR 1 FACTOR 2 Factor 1 Factor 2 
HE1F .83389 FD1N .71810 
ME1G .73371 FD1B .61562 
HElM .46466 FD1E .57325 
ME1K .34377 FD10 .50033 
FD1D .44666 
ME1A .54210 FD1A .35675 
ME1B . 51926 FD1J 
ME1N .50097 FD1H 
ME1E .47764 FD1L 
ME1J .36969 .46020 
ME10 .38264 FD1G .82223 
ME1C .35616 FD1F .63906 
ME1D .33732 FD1C .57762 
ME1l .32412 FD1l .42536 
ME1H .31217 FD1M 
. ME1L FD1K 
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Table 12 Factor Loadings of Various Variables under Two Factors by Sex 
j~ the Old Clan Land 
Males Females 
FACTOR 1 FACTOR 2 Factor 1 Factor 2 
ME1F .75299 FD1A .69016 
ME1G .63912 FD1D .61226 
ME1M .52626 FD1l .57780 
ME1K .51781 FD1E .48077 
ME1D .47789 .41619 FD10 .44161 
ME1C .36699 FD1C .37015 
ME1J .34053 FD1L .36993 
ME1H FD1G .35549 
ME1B FD1H .35364 
FD1N 
ME1l .72611 
ME1A .71552 FD1M .63486 
ME1E .58439 FD1B .61478 
ME10 .39541 FD1F .52737 
ME1N FD1K .49494 
ME1L 
6.3.6 Comparison of Factors of Different Sexes and Lands 
Now we have two variables sex and land type. Two types of sex and 
two different lands can form four combinations of comparison, that 1S, 
males and females in the alluvial land, males and females in the old 
clan land, males between the alluvial land and the old clan land, and 
females between the alluvial land and the old clan land. 
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Firstly, to compare males and females in the alluvial land, we 
found that males' factor 1 1S face and females' factor 2 is face. 
h ' , t "th' k f ' f ' for everyth1' ng" and "be T e1r common 1 ems are 1n 0 your ace 
successful & be admired outside". Their different items are that males 
have items "be humble to you when they speak to you" and "not to 
quarrel with you" while females have items "have a grandson" and 
"support your living with basic allowance". It may be concluded that 
males are more more authority-oriented while females emphasize more on 
external face. 
On the -· other hand, males' factor 2 1S "substantial" while females' 
factor 1 is "sentiment". The common items include almost the same 
items but have different "appearance sequence ''In terms of factor 
loadings. Hence, the difference between males and females is that 
males have items "give you money regularly", "visit you regularly" and 
" visit you in the New Year or other festivals" while females have the 
items " visit you in the New Year or other festivals", "visit you 
regularly" and "give you gifts in the New Year or other festivals". 'We 
may conclude that males tend to want both money and sentiment while 
females tend to be more sentimental. 
Secondly, we compare males and females in the old clan land. 
Males' factor 1 1S face and females' factor 2 is face, too. Their 
common items are "thinking of your 'face' for everything", "be humble 
to you when they speak to you " "not to quarrel with you". The 
different items are that males have the items "be successful and be 
admired outside" while females have the item "visit you regularly". 'We 
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may conclude that males prefer external face while females pr ef er 
internal face . 
Furthermore, males' factor 2 is "substantial" and so is females' 
factor 1. Their common items are "give you money regularly", 
"support your living with basic allowance", "give you gifts in the New 
Year or other festivals It, "help you in housework". The different 
item is that females have the item "live together with you". 
Then, we compare same sex ln different areas. For males in 
different areas, in terms of factor 1 "face", the common items are 
"think of your 'face' for everything", "be successful & be admired 
outside", "be humble to you when they speak to you", and "not to 
quarrel with you". There is basically no difference among the males in 
different places. It seems that all males need "face", especially 
authority. 
In terms of factor 2 "substantial", the common items are "give you 
money regularly", "give you gifts in the New Year or other festivals" 
and "support your living with basic allowance". The different items 
are that males ln the alluvial land have the items "visit you 
regularly", "visit you ln the New Year or other festivals". We may 
interpret that the males In the alluvial field have some sentimental 
elements. 
Then, we compare females in different areas. The factor 2 of 
females ln both the alluvial and the old clan fields are "face" . The 
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common items 'are "think of your 'face' for everything". The different 
items are that females of the alluvial land have the items "be 
successful ··& be admired outside", "have a grandson" and "support your 
living with basic allowance" while females in the old clan land have 
the items "be humble to you when they speak to you" "visit you 
regularly" and "not to quarrel with you". We may conclude that 
females in the alluvial land prefer external face whereas females in 
the old clan land prefer internal face. 
As for females' factor 1 In the alluvial land and females' factor 
1 in the old clan land, they are basically different. .The former is 
"sentiment" while the latter is "substantial". It seems that females 
of the alluvial land need more sentiment and care while females in the 
old clan land need more money, materials and care. 
6.3.7 The Correlation between Demographic Characteristics and 
the Future Request on Children 
After factor extraction, VARIMAX method and OBLIMIN method are 
employed, we process factor score with items on equal weight basis for 
subsequently analyzing correlation between demographic characteristics 
and the respondents' future request on children. We present our 
findings in table 13 to table 15. 
It is found in table 13 that for males only average Income is 
positively significantly correlated with face (r=O.18, p~O.Ol) but 'ie 
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found no significant relationship for females. 
land type, we found that age is negatively 
After controlling th e 
correlated with "face" 
(r=0.18, . . p~O.Ol; while average income is positively correlated to 
" f ace n· r = 0 . 2 2 , p ~ 0 . 05 ) 
delineated in table 14. For 
for the males of the alluvial land, 
the females of the alluvial land, 
as 
no 
significant relationship is found as showed in the same table. For 
males, average income is positively correlated to face. 
It means that for males the higher the income, the more they want 
face. For males of the alluvial land, 
correlated - with face. Average income 
age is found to 
IS found to 
be negatively 
be positively 
correlated with face. For females of the alluvial land, males of the 
old clan land and females of the old clan land, 
relationship is found in table 14 and table 15. 
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no significant 
Table 13 Correlation Coefficient (Pearson's r) between One's Own 
Future Request and Demographic Characteristics by Sex, Panyu 
County, 1987 
Variables Males' Future Request Females' Future Request 
Face Substantial Sentiment Face 
Age -0.10 0.04 -0.03 0.02 
Nch -0.07 0.01 0.03 0.06 
0.18** -0.08 0.12 -0.08 
*p ~ 0.05 **p ~ 0.01 
(Age: age of the respondents; Nch: no. of children of the respondents; 
Sumpper: average income of the respondents) 
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Table 14 Correlation Coefficient (Pearson's r) between One's Own 
Future Request and Demographic Characteristics by Sex in the 
Alluvial Land, Panyu, 1987 
Variables Males' Future Request 
in the Alluvial Land 
Face SUbstantial 
Age -0.18* -0.11 
Nch -0.11 0.16 
Sumpper 0.22* -0.01 
* p ~0.05 ** p ~0.01 
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Females' Future Request 





Table 15 Correlati6n Coefficient (Pearson's r) between One's Own 
Future Request and Demographic Characteristics by Sex in 
the Old Clan Land, Panyu County, 1987 
Variables Males' Future Request 
in the Old Clan Land 
Females' Future Request 
in the Old Clan Land 
Face Substantial SUbstantial Face 
Age 0.03 0.10 -0.13 -0 ~-o8 
Nch -0.04 0.03 -0.05 -0.04 
Sumpper 0.15 -0.11 0.07 -0.01 
* p ~0.05 ** p ~0.01 
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6.4 The fourth group Hypothesis----- The Effects of Parents' 
Perception .9.n Respondents' Present and Future Request on Children. 
6.4.1 
Request 
The Relationship between Parents' Request and One's Own 
As table 16 shows, parents' first request 1S significantly 
correlated to one's own first request for males (G=0.56, sig=O.OO). 
Table 17 presents that one's own request 1S also significantly 
correlated to parents' request for females (G=0.78, sig=O.OO). the 
correlation for females is higher than that for males. 
The coding method of parents' request and one's own present 
request has been stated 1n 4.0. Our findings 1n the above table 18 
clearly show that for the males of the alluvial land and the old clan 
land, one's own present request is significantly correlated to parents' 
request (r=0.41, p=O.OO; r=0.51, p=O.OO). Females of the alluvial land 
and the old clan land is also found to have significant relationship 
with one's own present request and parents' 
(r=0.61, p=O.OO; r=0.65, p=O.OO). 
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request respectively 
Table 16 Relationship between One's Own First Request (ME4A) and 
Parents' First , Request (ME3A) tor Males, Panyu County, 1987 
Count I sentimen I daily I financia I 
ME3A-> Col Pct Ital carel care Ilsupport I Row 
1 2 3 Total 
ME4A 
1 25 12 12 49 
sentimental 64.1 12.1 17.6 23.8 
care 
2 9 69 17 95 
daily care 23.1 69.7 25.0 46.1 
3 5 18 39 62 
financial 12.8 18.2 57.4 30.1 
support 
Column 39 99 68 206 




Table 17 Relationship between One's Own First Request (FD4A) and 
PBrents' First Request (FD3A) for males, Panyu County, 1987 
Count 




























































Table 18 Correlation Coefficient between One's Own Present Request and 
Parents' Request by Sex and Land Type, Panyu County, 1987 
Area Sex r p 
Alluvial Land Males 0.41 0.00 
Alluvial Land Females 0.61 0.00 
Old Clan Land Males 0.51 0.00 
Old Clan Land Females 0.65 0.00 
The correlation coefficient reveals that the correlation between 
parents' request and one's own request 1S quite strong. Using land 
type as a conditional variable, still 1n table 18 we found that the 
correlation coefficient of males in the alluvial land (r=0.41, p=O.OO) 
is lower than that of males in the old clan land (r=0.51, p=O.OO) while 




is . lower than that of females in the old clan land (r=O. 65 , 
reflecting that people in the old clan land may be mor e 
conservative and conform to parents' value. 
In shp~t, the correlation between one's own request on children 
and one's parents' request for males are higher than that for females 
in all lands while the correlation between one's own request on 
children and one's parents' request in the old clan land is higher than 
that in the alluvial land in all sexes .. 
6.4.2 The Relationship between Parents' Request and One's Own 
Future Request 
In this section, table 19 to table 20 presents the relationship 
between parents' request and one's own future request on children. As 
portrayed in table 19, we found significantly negative relationship 
between parents' request and "substantial" for males (r=-0.19, p~O.Ol); 
that is the more the ~ ' parents request money, the less likely that the 
respond 0 ~ ~ focus on material. However, when we controlled the land 
type, we found the relationship became positive. Land type IS a 
distorter variable. For example, the relationship between parents' 
request and one's own future request for males of the old clan land, 
figured out in table 20 is found to be positive (r=0.39, p~O.Ol). The 
more the parents focus on money, the more likely the respondents focus 
on substantial. 
As pictured in table 19, for females, parents' request is 
significantly negatively correlated to "face" (r=-0.17, p~0.05). The 
higher the parents focus on sentimental care, the higher the respondent 
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focus on face which is one aspect of sentiment. Face refers to th e 
items "have a grandson", "successful and admired", 
living" and "think of your face". 
"support your 
For the relationship between parents' request and one's own future 
request for males of the alluvial land, no significant relationship is 
found in table 20. The relationship between parents' request and one's 
own future request for females of the alluvial land is also found to 
be not significant in table 20. The relationship between parents' 
request and one's own future request for females of the old clan land 
is also found to be not significantly correlated ln table 20. 
All in all, significantly positive correlation between one's own 
parents' · request and one's own request on children are found for males 
in the old clan land. For females, parents' request is found to be 
significantly 
higher the 
negative to one's own request on face, 







respondents request face. Face is one aspect of sentiment and thus we 
can conclude that parents' request on sentiment is positive correlated 
to one's own request on sentiment. 
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Table 19 Correlation Coefficient between and One's Own Future Request 
and Parents' Request by Sex, Panyu, 1987 
Variable Males Females 
Face 0.01 0.00 
Substantial -0.19** -0.17* 
* p ~0.05 ** p ~0.01 
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Table 20 Correlation Coefficient between and One's Own Future Request 





* p ~0.05 
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** p ~0.01 




Males in the 
Old Clan land 
0.00 
0.39** 
Females in the 
Old Clan Land 
0.08 
-0.23 
6.4.3 The Relationship between One's Own Request and One's Own 
Future Request 
Table 21 and table 22 presents the findings of the relationship 
between one's own present request and one's own future request. 
As indicated In table 21, for males, the relationship between 
one's own present request and one's own future request "substantial" is 
negative (r=-O.24 ,p~Ol). After controlling land type, listed in table 
22, we found for males of the old clan land, the relationship between 
one's own request and one's own future request "substantial" is 
positive (r=O.39, p~O.Ol). Again, land type is a distorter variable. 
As for females, found in table 21, the relationship between one's 
own request and one's own future request "substantial" is negative 
(r=-O.24, p~O.Ol). After controlling land type, as shown in table 22, 
no significant correlation IS found. That IS, no significant 
relationship between one's own request and one's own future request for 
females of the old clan land is found. No significant relationship 
between one's own request and one's own future request for both males 
and females of the alluvial land is found. 
Hence, we conclude that parents' request on money IS positively 
correlated to one's own on substantial in the old clan land for males 
while no significantly correlation is found between parents' request 
and one's own request for females in the two lands and for males in the 
alluvial land. 
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Table 21 Correlation Coefficient (Pearson's r) be~ween One's Own Future 
Request and One's Own Present Request by Sex, Panyu County, 
1987 
Variable Males Females 
Face 0.02 0.08 
Substantial -0.24** -0.24** 
* p ~0.05 ** p ~O •. 01 
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* p ~ 0.05 
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Present Request and One's Own Future Request by Sex and Land 
Type, Panyu County, 1987 




** p ~ 0.01 




Males in the 
Old Clan land 
-0.11 
0.39** 
Females in the 
Old Clan Land 
-0.22 
-0.03 
6.5 LISREL Model and Some Alternatives 
After ex~rnining the relationship among variables, we try t o 
construct a LISREL model . The following paths are postulated: 
1) The perception of parents' request is the independent variable that 
directly affects the future request. 
2} One's own present request is the independent variable that directly 
affects the future request. 
3) The perception of parents' request and one's own present request IS 
correlated. 
Only the findings on males sample in the old clan land have the 
above three significantly correlated paths (refer to table 20 for path 
1, table 22 for path 2, table 18 for path J). Accordingly, the LISREL 
model is analyzed with males sample in the old clan land. 
6.5.1 Model Specification: 
The LISREL model is employed to find out the relationship among 
the perception of parents' request, one's own present request and the 
future request. The model IS as follow: 




~HEIE~ t, 3 
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Two exogenous variables are employed in this model: the perception 
of parents' request (TOPARENT) and one's own present request (TOCHI). 
One endogenous variable is employed in this model: future request. 
Future request is measured by three indicators: "support your living 
with basic allowance", (ME1I) "give you money regularly" (ME1A) and 
"give you gifts in the New Year or other festivals" (ME1E) . After the 
model had been analyzed both in PC and computer main-frame, we find the 
path on the relationship between the perception of parents' request and 
future request is negative (table 3 and table 4 in appendices). Then, 
we fixed the path lamhda y (1 1) and lambda y (2 1) respectively both in 
PC and computer main-frame; that is, the path between ME1! and future 
request, and ME1A and future request. In PC, no result could be 
obtained. In computer main-frame, the above-mentioned path turned to be 
positive (table 5 to table 8 in appendics). The results on the same 
correlation matrix are highly inconsistent. The reasons are two-folded: 
1) The development of LISREL is still on-going and may not be very 
, 
mature. There is still much room for improvement. 
2) The data we collected are not suitable for the proceeding of LISREL 
model. The answers of the questions which we analyzed are 
basically in the form of dichotomy; for example, parents' request 
(item 5.3 of the questionnaire), present request on children (item 
5.4 of the questionnaire). In contrast with five-point scale even 
seven-point scale question, the data may be not spread enough. 
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6.5.2 Cross-tabulations as Alternatives 
Since the results from LISREL model are confusing, we try to make 
some cross-tabulations to exam1ne the relationships again. We 
construct factor score on "future request" with equal weight on various 
items. Then, we list the distribution of the factor score. 
After that, we divid the factor score into three ranges name as 
"high", "medium" and "low". On the other hand, we recode the score of 
the perception of parents' request (TOPARENT) and the score of one's 
own presen~ request on children (TOCHI). The original coding method 1S 
listed in 4.1. The original score 5 and 4 was recoded as 2 "high", 3 
and 2 as 1 "medium" and 1 and 0 as "low". This recoding method 1S 
applied to both TOPARENT and TOCHI. 
The findings of correlations between the variables are presented 
i~ ~~hle 23 to table 27. Table 23 shows the relationship between 
future request on children and the perception of parents' request. 
Table 24 presents the relationship between the perception of parents' 
request and one's own present request on children. Table 25 indicates 
the relationship between one's own present request on children and the 
perception of parents' request. Table 26 and table 27 are partial 
tables, showing the relationship between future request on children and 
the perception of parents' request. The samples 1n table 26 are 
"high" on the one's own request on children; that 1S, they focus on 
"money" from children. The samples in table 27 are "low" on the one's 
own request on children; that is, they emphasize on "sentiment" from 
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children. 
Table 23 shows that the respondents' perception of parents' 
request are significantly positively correlated to the respondents' 
future request children (Gamma=O.32, p=O.OO); that is, the more the 
respondents perceive that their parents request money, the more likely 
that -the respondents perceive that they will request money on children 
in future. 
Table 24 presents that the respondents' present request on 
children is significant positively correlated to the respondents' 
future request on children (Gamma=O.19, p=O.03). It means that the 
more the respondents emphasize on money at present, the more likely 
that they request money on children in future. 
Table 25 indicates that the correlation between respondents' 
request on children and the perception of parents' request is 
significantly positive (Gamma=O.59, p=O.OO). The more the respondents 
perceive that their parents request money, the more likely that they 
request money on children. 
Table 26 and table 27 delineate the correlation between future 
request on children and the perception of parents' request. The 
samples in table 26 are "high" on the one's own request on children; 
that is, they focus on "money" from children. The samples in table 27 
are "low" on the one's own request on children; that is, they emphasi ze 
on "sentiment" from children. 
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The correlations in table 26 and tabl e 
27 are positive (Gamma=O.16, p=O.53; Gamma=O.15, p=O.88) . Th e 
correlation is not significant. 
Overall, the correlations among the perception of parents' 
request, respondents' request on children and respondents' 
request on children is significantly positive. 
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Table 23 , .Relationship between Future Request on Children and the 
Perception of Parents' Request for Males in the Old Clan 
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Table 24 Relationship between Future Request on Children and the 
Present Request on Children for Males in the Old Clan Land, 











MXIA02 (Future Request on Children) 
By TOCHI (One's Own Request on Children) 
Ilow Imedium Ihigh 











































Perception of Parents' Request for Males in the Old Clan 








TOCHI (Present request on Children) 
By TOPARENT ( Perception of Parents' Request) 
Ilow Imedium Ihigh 
.00 1 
62 




































Table 26 Relationship between Future Request on Children and the 
Perception of Parents' Request in the High Score Group of 

































Table 27 Relationship between Future Request on Children and the 
Perception of Parents' Request in the Low Score Group of the 
Old Clan Land, Panyu County, 1987 
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Chapter 7 Interpretation and Discussion 
From -t.he discussion on methodology, the most distinct 
characteristic of "methodological hermeneutic circle" IS to require 
significantly enhance our understanding and interpretation through an 
on-going research strategy and to encourage a combination of different 
research methods. Specially, this is called "qualitative research after 
quantitative research" in our case. In this thesis, the point of 
departure is the data analysis of a data set from a survey in Panyu In 
1987. 
Most surveys are characterized by predetermined fiel~~ork research 
procedure which usually stops after data collection. Interpretations 
and discussions of the statistical findings are based on the 
researchers' theory or and imaginations. The researcher's theory IS 
stated in many technical terms which are quite remote from the daily 
language of the people in place under study. Researchers verify their 
hypothesis or "falsify" their hypothesis through the use of their own 
technical languages. 
Reconstruction of the reality in such a manner gives results that 
have two-fold meaning. First of all, when researchers encountered 
unexpected findings, they cannot make sense of the findings, and they 
usually imagine the "reasons" of the research findings. For example 
they may dismiss the "anomalies" on the basis of the uniqueness of 
the culture of the place under study. Secondly, even though 
researchers obtain the results they expect, they just Impose their 
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concepts or terms onto the statistical findings. The very compl ex 
reality which the statistical findings represent are subjectively 
"simplied ',' .. by the models and theories. 
In the following paragraphs, I demonstrate the power of 
"methodological hermeneutic circle" for interpretation and discussion 
of secondary data analysis. I have not only obtained statistical 
findings, but also 1S carried out a field study. As a result, some 
statistical findings which appeared to be senseless have been 
found to be comprehensible and meaningfully. For example, we have 
clarified - the contradictory findings on the relationship between 
number of siblings and the perception of responsibility fulfillment 
in "old clan" vs "alluvial" land villages. It is almost impossible 
for a researcher to explain the statistical findings without the aid 
of one more round of field study. 
Moreover, through the "methodological hermeneutic circle" we 
can enrich the languistic base upon which we interpret our data. 
W~th the aid of standard procedures ethnography 1n which we follows 
the respondents' concepts and native terms, we move a closer 
towards respondents own language. This way I can make my 
interpretation more comprehensive, more comprehensible and fitter 
to the daily life "reality" of my respondents. For example, the 
quotation "of language from village people such as "Chu Lu Zai" (t~} 
and "nine sons gather in the New Year but father suffers 
from hunger" (12;; J. I~ 4- !;t :j:~~) IS helpful for me to comprehend 
the problem of perception change and of evasion of responsibility of 
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elderly care. In this manner we arrive at the interpretation of 
four groups of hypothesis. 
7.1. Group One Hypothesis-----the Relationship between Demographic 
Characteristics and the Perception of Responsibility Fulfillment. 
Age is found to have no significant correlation to responsibility 
fulfillment. The result coincides with Yu's finding (1983) that filial 
belief and filial behaviour do not increase with the increase of age. 
In the past, cognitive psychologist claimed that different age groups 
have different filial belief because of the different stages of 
cognitive development. However, that is not the case 1n the village 
people. We found that they are very homogeneous.'- There 1S only a few 
difference among age groups in elderly care perception. Basically, a 
person in a traditional Chinese society conforms to the role ascribed 
very early. The replaciability is very high. People are alike with each 
other very much. The situation is like what Durkheim called mechanical 
solidarity. The period of one generation is long as compared with those 
in country or especially those in modern country in which the change of 
society is very rapid and there exists a variety of thoughts and the 
period of generation is relatively short. Not only between father or 
mother and children have highly different values, but the same also 
exists between elder brother or elder sister and younger brother or 
younger sister. 
Cognitive psychology is a very young discipline with a focus on 
the study of samples in modern countiy. Our findings show that the 
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stage theory of cognitive psychology may not be completely applicabl e 
on the study of village people, especially in Chinese culture. However, 
we have to note that the conclusion is only confined to the age range 
from 23 to 56. Further studies on a wider age range are needed. 
Furthermore, the respondents to be studied are mainly mid-life 
village people with a background from traditional villages but actually 
the villages are changing. The statistical findings are obtained from 
the survey in 1987. We have to consider the effect of change in village 
because some characteristics of modernity may lead to different 
perceptions of people in different age groups. 
Significantly negative correlation between number of siblings and 
the perception of responsibility fulfillment is found for males. When 
we control the region, significantly positive correlation between 
number of siblings an·d the perception of responsibility fulfillment is 
found for males in the alluvial land. On the contrary significant 
negative correlation 1S found for both male and female in the old clan 
land. We called this situation "distortion analysis". The controlled 
variable, region, is called distorter variable (Lee, 1988: 227-228). 
Distortion analysis appears because the respondents have large 
difference. 
Though we know that the people of two lands are of great 
difference from statistical analysis, we do not know what is the 
difference and the underlying mechanism on the correlation found. 
General speaking, researchers who face this situation usually 
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admit 
that they do not know why or just guess the reasons. However, in our 
methodological sense, the survey and statistics are only some parts of 
the methodological hermeneutic circle. We need not give up at this 
. -. 
stage or just fabricate the "interpretation" for the statistical 
findings which seem to be incomprehensible. We should complete the 
circle with other parts which are indepth interviews and sociological 
reflections in our case. We tried to seek for the difference by indepth 
interview in the second field study. 
Vice secretary Chen said that one of the most important factor in 
supporting · parental livings in village is social morality, that is, 
whether one 1S criticized by others or not. The more one is criticized, 
the more one will think one has not fulfilled one's responsibility. 
Further, she ·explained that the sense of collectivity in the old clan 
land is stronger than that in the alluvial land. It means that the 
group pressure 1n the ,old clan land is stronger. Human behaviour in the 
social context 1S mainly conditioned by two forces; that is, the law 
and the social norm. In the Chinese village, these forces are 
interactive. According to Chen, if people in the neighbourhood consider 
one to be unkind towards parents, relatives and friends will interfere. 
If one is frequently criticized, authorities concerned will interfere. 
Habitants will reflect or report the case to village headman, branch 
secretary and chairwoman of Woman Federation. We may interpret that the 
perception of responsibility fulfillments is the result of collectivity 
pressures. Cooley coined the term "looking-glass self", indicating the 
perception of self is the result of other's perception on a person. 
Since the old clan land is more t~aditional and can exert more 
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collective pressure, it is reasonable to find that most people th i nk 
that they have not fulfilled their responsibility. Her conclusion is 
that the ·· perception of fulfillment is not related to the number of 
siblings. If this is the case, our statistical findings may be 
incorrect. However, for what reason there is a positive relationship 
between number of siblings and the fulfillment of responsibility in the 
alluvial land but the negative relationship in the old clan land are 
found? 
When I asked secretary Zhou to estimate whether the inverse 
relationshIp between the number of siblings and the perception of 
responsibility fulfillment exists and the degree of ~idespread 1n 
different places, he said that the situation exists and might be more 
widespread in the old clan land than in the alluvial land. The 
statistical findings and his estimate is consistent. However, it is 
quite contradictory to our hypotheses or preliminary estimation that 
the number of siblings is pos i tively correlated to the perception of 
, : 4.!1';t" 
.~ J.., ~' .... .... fulfillment under any conditions and 1n all areas. In 
this case, the process of methodological hermeneutic circle shows its 
importance. Some researchers may set some hypotheses which turn out to 
be falsified and as a result they may not thoroughly understand why. 
Indepth interview and some observations in the real world may probably 
help to comprehend and interpret some meaningful statistical findings 
which seem to be ridiculous at first sight. 
We probe to find out the reasons why the larger number of siblings 
of respondents will result in perception of insufficient fulfillment of 
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responsibility. Secretary Zhou in our indepth interview point ed out 
that those who had more siblings might evade their responsibility. It 
is so-called "more sons may make father be starved to death'. When 
there is only one son, he cannot shirk his responsibility of supporting 
his parents' living and even has to take care of them. However, when 
there are more sons, they will evade their responsibility. It is also 
said "One Buddhist monk carries (dan) (,f@ water to drink, two 
Buddhist monks carries (tai) (tt ) water to drink while three Buddhist 
monks have no water to drink' (every body's business 1S nobody's 
business). We originally assume that responsibility may be shared if 
there are -more sons and then this results in the perception of having 
fulfilled their responsibility. However, that is not the case in 
reality. Rather, the situation similar - to the proverb "nine sons 
gather in the New Year but father suffers from hunger" exists. 
We may explain the relationship in terms of the village change 
which causes the change uf behaviour and ideas. Wang, Assistant 
Director I)f Party C: .. uni ttee, said that there were a variety of 
enterprises and there were many "Chu Lu Zai" (go out of small road) (~ 
in Lin Tong. "Chu Lu Zai" refers to a wide range of 
activities such as to be a contract worker and to do business. Village 
headman Wang claimed that if the head of household in Lin Tong 1S over 
forty, it is sure that some members of the family go out of the village 
to work. Secretary Zhou believed that those in the old clan land 1S 
probably more likely to shirk their responsibility. He furthered that 
those in the alluvial land are more simplier and honest while those in 
the old clan land may not be so because there are more village 
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enterprises and more youth go out locally and even go to other places . 
Thus, as the number of siblings increases, there is a greater 
probabili~y of shirking of responsibility and the respondents with more 
siblings would have a sense of not fully fulfilling their 
responsibility to parents. 
Number of children that a person has is found to have no 
significant correlation to the perception of responsibility 
fulfillment. This result is contradictory to our hypotheses. We 
hypothesize that the more the number of children, the more likely that 
one will perceive that one has not fulfilled their responsibility. It 
is assumed that children are burden to a person and so may affect their 
perception of responsibility fulfillment. He ,village headman, 
confirmed our findings that the number of children IS of no 
significance to respondents. He said, "One more person means lying one 
more pair of chopsticks". In Chinese village, bringing up children is 
of no IJY' '' _ost. Accordingly, the number of children does not bring 
about what we expect the economic burden that affect the perception of 
responsibility fulfillment. The hypothesis we made reflects our pre-
understanding on the life and the perception of village people. The 
pre-understanding may not be correct. This again reflects the 
inadequacy of using a single research. Indepth interview achieves the 
"fusion of horizon" or else we can hardly understand the statistical 
findings. However, we have to note that the situation is going to 
change. Driver Wang pointed out that the cost of bringing up a child 
was going to be costly. He said that they had to offer education to the 
child. Tuition fee, clothings and other miscellany are rather costly. 
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Our statistical findings are based the data collected in 1987. We have 
to alert that the village is changing and we may have to refine our 
finding~ ~. 
Average income is found to have no significant correlation to the 
perception of responsibility fulfillment. Compared with the number of 
siblings and geographical characteristics, income itself is not a good 
predictor to predict the perception of responsibility fulfillment. From 
our cross-tabulation tables, most of the respondents along with 
different income groups think that they have fulfilled or at least 
partial fulfilled their various responsibilities (see table 28 to 30). 
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Table 28 Percent of Perception of Financial Responsibility Fu l fillm ent 
by Average Income for Both Sexes 
ME2A FULFILL FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
By SUMPPER TOTAL EARNING PER PERSON 
Count ILOW IMEDIUM IHIGH 
SUMPPERD> Row Pct Row 
Col Pct .001 1.001 2.00.1 Total 
ME2A --------1--------1--------1--------1------
0 11 I 11 1 13 I 35 
NO 31.4 31 . 4 37.1 16.5 
15.7 15.9 17.8 
1--------1--------1--------1 
1 1 25 1 28 26 1 79 
PARTIAL I - 31.6 1 35.4 32.9 37.3 
1 35.7 1 40.6 1 35.6 1 
1--------1--------1--------1 
2 34 I 30 34 98 
YES 34.7 30.6 34.7 46.2 
48.6 43.5 1 46.6 
1--------------------------1 
Column 70 69 73 212 
Total 33.0 32.5 34.4 100.0 
X2=O.61 p=0.96 
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Table 29 Percent of Perception of sentimental Care Responsibility 
Fulfillment by Average Income for both Sexes 
ME2B FULFILL SENTIMENTAL CARE RESPONSIBILITY 
By SUMPPER TOTAL EARNING PER PERSON 
Count ILOW IMEDIUM IHIGH 
SUMPPERD) Row Pct Row 
Col Pct I .001 1.001 2.00 I Total 
ME2B --------1--------1--------1--------1 
0 4 3 7 14 
NO 28.6 21.4 50.0 6.6 
5.6 I 4.3 I 9.6 I 
1--------1--------1--------1 
1 24 18 31 73 
PARTIAL 32.9 24.7 42.5 34.3 
33.8 I 26.1 1 42.5 1 
1--------1--------1--------1 
2 1 43 1 48 I 35 126 
YES 34.1 38.1 27.8 59.2 
60.6 69.6 I 47.9 1 
1--------------------------1 
Column 71 69 73 213 
Total 33.3 32.4 34.3 100.0 
X2=7.25 p=0.12 
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Table 30 Percent of Perception of Daily Care Responsibility 
Fulfillment by Average Income for both Sexes 
ME2C FULFILL DAILY CARE RESPONSIBILITY 
By SUMPPER TOTAL EARNING PER PERSON 
Count ILOW IMEDIUM IHIGH 
SUMPPERD> Row Pet Row 
Col Pct .001 1.001 2.001 Total 
ME2C ---------1--------1--------1--------1 
0 1 11 13 1 15 1 39 
NO 28.2 33.3 1 38.5 18.4 
15.7 18.8 20.5 I' 
1--------1--------1--------1 
1 25 1 21 25 1 71 
PARTIAL I· 35.2 29.6 35.2 33.5 
1 35.7 30.4 34.2 
1 -------1--------1--------1 
2 34 35 33 102 
YES 33.3 34.3 32.4 48.1 
48.6 50.7 45.2 
1--------------------------1 
Column 70 69 73 212 
Total 33.0 32.5 34.4 100.0 
X2=1.00 p=0.91 
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7.2 Group two Hypothesis-----the Relationship between Demographic 
Characteristics and the Present Request. 
Present request is a continuous variable, with high score 
indicating higher request on financial support responsibility while low 
score representing higher request on sentimental care responsibility. 
No any significant correlation is found. Age is found to have no 
significant correlation to the present request. Age itself 1S not 
adequate to determine the type and the degree of request. This 
situation especially prevails in Chinese village . because the 
homogene!ty is quite high, Slnce they have the same background, share 
same values within a specific village. Other factors other than age 
may well have effects on elderly perception. On the other hand, the 
actual age range of male respondents in the study is twenty-three to 
fifty-six. A larger sample of respondents within a larger age range 
should be tried in future study. 
Number of children is also not significantly correlated to present 
request. Preliminarily, we think that the more children one has, the 
more likely that one requests more for sentimental care responsibility. 
We have this hypotheses because we think that those who have more 
children will be less anxious about their livings and thus turn to 
sentimental care. From our above analysis, it seems impossible for the 
aged to expect exclusively sentimental concern instead of financial or 
daily care concern though they have more children. More children may 
only cause "more son may make father be starved to death". The most 
vivid description from village headman Liang on the aged is "the aged 
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walk on the muddy road, move a step whenever they can see a st ep". It 
seems that the aged cannot predict their future life very accurately 
and certainly. According to village headman He, the problem always 
. ". 
become complicated because of the interference of daughter-in-law. Of 
various interpersonal relationships, that between fraternal mother-in-
law and daughter-in-law was claimed to be the most sensitive and 
difficult one to deal with (Qin, 1988: 114). When there are many sons, 
the evasion of responsibility may result from the daughter-in-law. She 
will grumble if only her husband takes care of her parents-in-law but 
not her husband's brothers or sisters doing so. If all the daughters-
in-law complain, the situation will become worse. 
We also hypothesize that the higher the average income, the more 
request IS put on the sentimental care. However, we found no 
significant correlation. From our indepth-interview, the perception of 
the village people. is that compared with life in city, the life In 
village is less stable and safe. Village man Wang in Lin Tong perceived 
that people in city have pension but they do not have any. Village 
headman He in Dei Chung perceived that people in city had fixed income 
but village people had no. In village, many economic activities depends 
on climate. Therefore, the harvest IS not very certain. Any disaster, 
including climate and insects, can cause great damage. The perception 
of uncertain life in village makes them put more focus on financial 
support responsibility on children. However, further study on the 
relationship between income and the perception of elderly care is 
worthwhile. 
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7.3 Group three hypothesis-----the Relationship between Demogr aphic 
Characteristics and the Future Request. 
Future request for male in the alluvial land and in the old clan 
land includes "face" and "substantial". For female, future request in 
the alluvial land involves in "sentiment" and "face" while in the old 
clan land includes "substantial" and "face". 
It 1S found that for male in the alluvial land, age 1S 
significantly negatively correlated to "face". Wang (1991: 10) quoted 
Judith Stacey's idea to claim that patriarchy is still strong 1n 
family. He held that it could be reflected. from the domination right of 
patriarch. Our finding seems to be contradictory to their analysis. The 
authority of male seems to be becoming lower with the increase in age. 
Vice secretary Chen held that our finding was correct. Generally 
speaking, male will communicate lesser with group and other people 
after retirement and so do not emphasize "face". However, this does not 
correspond to our statistical findings because the actual age range of 
our survey samples is from twenty-three to fifty-six, far from the age 
which she means retirement. Village headman He said that the aged 
would not deliberately strive for respect from their kids. If children 
glve money to parents, that 1S all right, but if not, parents just 
leave it at that. Traditional Chinese parents will not speak ill of 
the i r chi Id re n . Par e n t s ' is" s hi z u 0" ( k now how to do) (~ ~~~). He 
furthered that the aged in the village whole-heartedly work for their 
children. They work whenever they can. They do regardless of how much 
work there is, without "moving this to the street" (talk to the peopl e 
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outside their family}. We may explain such behaviour from their 
backgrounds. These aged people were born before "liberation" (the 
establishment of the People's Republic of China) ·. They usually 
experienced poverty and uncertainty of life. They usually relatively 
work hard and are thrifty. Those who were born after liberation are 
called "sweet born" according to village headman '\fang. It means that 
they earn money easier and have higher living standard. They even blame 
their parents lazy and unwilling to work if their parents are not 
financially sounded. Therefore, the aged may perceive they have no 
honour or "face". It shows that "face" or patriarch authority is also 
related -to the development of industrialization and urbanization 
because the traditional blood bond and land tie are going to be 
replaced by business tie (refers to the relati6nship established by 
interaction ln business). The elder generation gradually lose the 
control in economic production and daily life over children (Pan, 1989: 
98) .. This situation is consistent with Cogwill's and Holmes' 
proposition (1972) that there is negative relationship between the 
status of the aged and social change (Xu & Cai, 1985: 230) • This 
phenomenon contrasts with the traditional patriarchy ln which the 
patriarchy has absolute authority and other family members thoroughly 
follow his instructions. "The Sequal of Annals of Panyu" volume two 
narrates that "those children or grandchildren, who indulge themselves, 
show off their clothings or horses and carriages, humiliate village 
people and do not get off the horse or do not stand up or lie on their 
back politely in front of the elder, are stubborn people. They must be 
reproved by parents and then reprimanded by the elder and clansman in 
ancestral temple" (Li, 1988: 4). The narration has become an ideal 
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culture in Panyu. The power pattern is going to change from the type of 
old people's authoritarian to the type of old and young people's 
balanced power (Pan" 1988: 3). 
Moreover, "face" depends on one's economic conditions. It 1S 
found that for male in the alluvial land, average income 1S 
significantly positively correlated to "face". The more prosperous a 
person is, the greater amount of respect on face will be wanted and 
grasped. Vice secretary Chen said, "Those who have money are able to 
employ a ghost to push mill", which means that people who have money 
. , 
can do whatever they like. She said it is certainly that those who have 
money could spend more. Village headman Wang said face and authority 
can be obtained only when the aged have money. It is impossible to have 
face and authority without money. For example, a father cannot even ask 
their children to purchase things from the market if he does not glve 
money. "No one will listen to him if he has no money", let alone to 
have face or reputation. On the contrary, He said that if the aged had 
money, "they are in the right, bold and self-confident to order their 
children because they earn money themselves". 
However, we should note that their loss of "face" or authority and 
whether they want "face" are two different aspects. Though the "face" 
or authority of the aged decline increasingly. It does not mean that 
they do not want it. They dare not disclose their "unfair treatment" 
from their children to others. They may think that they humiliate 
themselves if they do so. Chinese put emphasize on "face" and are 
afraid of losing "face" (Uu, 1990: 124). 
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"Face" 1S especially 
important and it is a complicated phenomenon in Chinese society. 110re 
indepth studies in future are needed. 
7.4 Group Four Hypothesis-----the Intergenerational Elderly Care 
Perception 
It is found that parents' request is highly correlated to one's 
own request. Vice secretary Chen claimed that it is taken for granted. 
She said, "Things of a kind come together, human of a category groups 
together," and "Good men come together while bad men come together. 
Those who go along with nosy women will worship the god". However, the 
findings show that the effects of socialization in family 1S very 
great. Parents transmit their ideologies, values and attitudes through 
informal socialization. 
In addition, both parents request and one's own request are also 
highly correlated to future request, showing that parents' 
socialization have a far-reaching influence on children. 
Using region as a conditional variable, we found that the 
correlation between parents' request and one's own request in the old 
clan land is stronger than that in the alluvial land, regardless of 
male or female. It may show that those in the old clan land are more 
conservative and highly conform to the value transmitted 1n their 
family. 
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7.5 Sex Role Effect on Elderly Care Perception 
Significant correlation between the number of siblings and the 
perception of responsibility fulfillment are found for male. On the 
other hand, significant .correlation between the number of children and 
the perception of responsibility fulfillment is found for female. It 
seems that male are affected by the number of siblings while female are 
influenced by the number of children. 
The findings reflect that male and female have different sources 
of . inf~uence on their elderly care perception and as a result there 
are different elderly care perception. In traditional Chinese society, 
sex role has a very strong strain on people. Different sex roles define 
and preassign different values, beliefs, attitudes and behavioural 
pattern. It is traditionally thought that female are subordinate to 
male. The term "fu qi" (husband and wife) (J<. *) denotes that male 
take precedence over wife. There is so-called male "qu" (take somebody 
as wife) female "jia" (marry a man) (Jii$s ). Marrying off a 
daughter is called "yu gui" (return to her home atlas t) (-1 ~) . It 
is thought that married daughter is like the poured water and therefore 
she has no or very little responsibility to take care of her original 
family. A survey in Shiqi (Jb~) (the town composed of the four 
villages we studied) found that 99.4% of married daughters did not live 
with parents' (Yang, 1988: 2). Married female have to bring up 
children, cook, clean and serve for fraternal parents-in-law. Village 
headman He perceived that "no maternal parents-in-law's living 1S 
supported 1n vi llage, but only maternal parents-in-law's living is 
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supported in city". It implies that son has to support his par ents ' 
living but daughter does not need to do so. This is the ground based on 
which the village people emphasize "bearing sons". Son is responsible 
for caring parents. Also, there are also other reasons for their hoping 
of bearing sons. Son can perform the function of reproducing the next 
generation within a clan. This 1s what Secretary Zhou called "xiang lu 
er" (the ear of incense burner) (~ yjj.~ ). However, they are g01ng to 
sense the advantages of bearing a daughter. Village headman Wang 
pointed out that daughter serves better than daughter-in-law and the 
life quality of a person who has two daughters is better than another 
who - has ~wo sons. He furthered that ultimately village people prefer 
bearing sons but In reality they prefer "one half son and one half 
daughter". As a result, we found that male's perception of the 
responsibility fulfillment is influenced by the number of siblings. The 
more the number of siblings, the more likely that they evade their 
responsibility and so they perceive they have not fulfilled their 
various responsibilities. For female, their sex role involves them in 
the family after marriage and consequently are mainly affected by the 
number of children instead of number of siblings. The negative 
correlation of number of children with daily care responsibility 
fulfillment IS especially higher than with financial support 
responsibility fulfillment and with sentimental care responsibility 
fulfillment. It shows that involvement in housework or other affairs 
makes female feel strength falling short of their wishes to take care 
of their parents. When they bear more children, they tend to feel that 
the involvement in children will influence their responsibility for 
parents. In our findings, they also universally ask for living together 
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with children in future. It seems that the idea of "following fath er 
in the family, following husband after marriage and following sons at 
old age" is still very strong in the mind of female. Hsu (1965) 
delineated that the dominant dyad in Chinese family is father and son 
(Li, 1990: 123; Zhu & iu, 1983: 44-45). In this type of dominant dyad, 
a female knows that she must be married if she wants to be offerred 
with sacrifice or worshipped. After she is married, she would be 
worshipped or offerred with sacrifice by the next generation in the 
husband's house. It is so-called "foothold" in village people's term. 
The female who have not been married may try other methods to establish 
foothold _such as "ming hun" (~'*), marriage in the nether wo~ld with 
a ghost. 
Vice secretary Chen also said that for male that 1S all right if 
they give money to the family but female, besides taking care of 
family, have to take care of the aged or else female will be 
"criticized". This is the traditional responsibility of female. It 1S 
so-called "nan zhu wai, nu zhu na" (Male are responsible for affairs 
out of family while female are responsible for affairs in the family) 
(~ j, ~t Jt ~ V79 ). It was said that "during your parents' lifetime, do 
not journey afar." (Lun Yu chapter 4 ). In the traditional China, 
children should not go away when parents still exist. Son should stay 
to learn how to manage his family and property, and he will become the 
patriarch while daughter should learn how to do housework, serve for 
parents and bring up the next generation. However, the perception is 
going to change gradually as society changes. Both sexes are encouraged 
to work out of the village and to earn more money for the family. Going 
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out is appreciated not only by father or mother individually but 
also by neighbours. In our first indepth interview 1n Kwung Chung, 
Village Headman and some other cadres showed appreciation on their 
faces about the case of a villager Guo who had a daughter working in 
Hawaii to sew clothings and a son to a restaurant in Shen Chun to do 
roasting work. Village headman Wang in Lin Tong said that those who 
stayed there to cultivate must be poor and so the aged hoped children 
"doing separately". Village headman He of Dei Chung said, "Ultimately 
it is better to go out and parents will be proud of this. Through 
these, they can enjoy a 'higher capital turnover' and establish 
relations with friends". He furthered that after one earned more money, 
the relationship among family members would become better. We should 
pay more attention on the change of the contents of filial belief ln 
future study. 
We also find that the correlation between one's own request and 
the perception of parents' request is stronger for female than the 
correlation between one's own reque~t and the perception of parents' 
request for male. This reflects that in the process of socialization in 
family female have higher conformity. Vice secretary Chen claimed that 
the finding 1S reasonable. She said that male are more "gang lie" 
(fiery) and have outgoing character and so "contact society more" while 
female spend more time at home. She believed that "jia jiao" (family 
education) is mainly transmitted by mother. In the 
traditional China, male are the patriarch of a family, managing and 
making decision on all affairs. Consequently, patriarch or father is 




mother instead of father if they meet with any problems. Daught er 
contact mother more often as compared with sons do. As a result, 
daughte!. . was more influenced by the "jia jiao". 
7.6 The Relationship between Region and Elderly Care Perception 
We have different findings in different areas, indicating that it 
is hardly possible to have a general and universal law to be applied to 
all areas. It implies that we have to take care of the uniqueness of 
different areas. The uniqueness refers a variety of aspects, for 
example, - economic production, political formation, geographical and 
historical characteristics, cultural difference, etc .. 
The old clan land has more traditional elements such as single-
surname living together, ancestral temple. The alluvial land 1S 
composed of people . who come from many other places without deep 
cultural tradition. 
7.7 Multi-variate Analysis 
7.7.1 LISREL Models and Cross-tabulations on the Relationship of 
Parents l Request, One1s Own Request and One1s Own Future Request 
Though findings from three LISREL models still confirm our 
analysis that the informal socialization in family 1S still powerful 
enough to affect one's elderly care perception, the models are not 
consistent. 
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Some cross-tabulations are proceeded. It is found that the 
correlations among the perception of parents' request, respondents' 
request on 
significantly 
children and respondents' 
positive. Basically, 
future request on children 
one's own request is affected 
is 
by 
parents' request while one's own request influences one's future 
request. Socialization is in progress in the interaction of different 
social institutions, organizations or social groups such as family, 
school, peer groups. In Chinese village, family dominates socialization 
on individual. Formal education does not prevail in village with a 
relativ~ly high percentage of illiteracy. Under the economic conditions 
based on nature and the underdevelopment of commodity economy, the 
mobility of people is low. Relationship in family, kinship and blood 
bond becomes particularly close. as a result, the influence of parents 
is great (Lee, 1989: 57). 
Nevertheless, Chinese village is on the way to change. Social 
mobility 1S increasing. Formal education 1S g01ng to prevail. The 
influence of parents on children may decline. Some mechanism or other 
variables have to be sought. In addition to parents' influence, that 
15, informal socialization, educational level is also worth to be 
studied. 
7.7.2 Loglinear Model on the Relationship of Parents' Concern, One's 
Own Educational Level and One's Own Future Concern 
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Chu (1991) processed a loglinear model with the same data set and 
found that both educational level and parents' request had influence on 
one's future request. However, parents' request and educational level 
does not generate interaction effect. Therefore, it should be noted 
that though parents' concern affects one's future concern, the 
influence of schooling should not be neglected with the gradual 
widespread of education in village. Further studies on the relationship 
between formal education and elderly care perception are worthwhile to 
explore. 
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Chapter 8 Conclusion 
A criticism against the inadequacies of orthodox positivism 
elicits our methodological advocacy of integrating positivism and 
hermeneutics in a process called methodological ~ermeneutic circle. The 
preliminary integration of survey with questionnaires and field work 
with indepth interviews, based on the ideas of organic integration of 
positivism and hermeneutics on methodological level, yields 
satisfactory results. Methodological hermeneutic circle is found to be 
able to help to interpret and analyze statistical findings and dig out 
the deeper perception of the respondents. Language from respondents in 
indepth interview is found to be a valid tool to reflect their 
perception and daily life experience. 
We found no significant correlation between demographic variables 
(age, number of children, number of siblings) and present elderly care 
perception, that is, the present request on children. It implies that 
ln the Chinese village, with the high homogeneity, demographic 
variables may not be good predictors of one's elderly care perception. 
Our findings falsify the approach in the past research literature in 
which demographic variables are always used as independent variables. 
Correlation between parents' elderly care perception and one's own 
elderly care perception implies that the socialization of norms of 
elderly care is very important. The study on actual family life should 
be emphasized if we want to look into the mechanism of perception 
development. It also reflects the cultural sediment in Chinese society. 
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Through informal socialization in family and school, cultural values 
are transmitted. Therefore, it is said that there is a deep structure 
in Chinese culture. Further study to disclose this deep structure is 
worthwhile. 
Results from three LISREL models on old clan land sample are found 
to be inconsistent. From cross-tabulations, we found that parents' 
request is still highly correlated to one's own request and both of 
these requests can be used to predict one's own future request. It 
seems that parents' request may affect one's own request and in turn 
affect -one's future request. Parents' request is transmitted to the 
next generation through socialization in the family. Educational level 
is suggested as an important variable on elderly care perception for 
further studies, especially in a rapidly changing village. 
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Chapter 9 Limitation and Suggestions 
~?jor limitation in my field study is the arrangement of indepth-
interviews. It is suggested that I should spend longer time in the 
village or even live in the village for a period of time so that more 
appropriate and suitable respondents can be located and approached. 
Even though there are no modern accommodations in villages, I may still 
live in Shiji or in the neighbourhood if possible . . Getting along well 
with the village people longer, for example one month or longer, would 
enable us to be more familiar with them so as to gain more indepth 
understanding of their life and perception. 
One methodological point advocated in this thesis is that the 
methodological hermeneutic circle encourages the combinations of 
different research methods. The study on elderly care perception in 
this thesis demonstrates one approach to the research of "quantitative 
research before quantitative research". The use of another type of 
combination of research method, "qualitative research before 
quantitative research" 1S worthwhile for further studies. Some 
informal interviews, observation, field trips are very helpful to 
construct questionnaire items applicable to the real situation of the 
place under study. 
Another limitation is that only elderly care perception is studied 
in the thesis. There are different dimensions of filial piety, 
including filial belief and filial behaviour. Though perception 1S 
related to behaviour, study of filial behaviour cannot be replaced by 
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the study of filial belief. 
behaviour. 
We suggest further studies on f ilial 
The interpretive approach of our analysis is 
materials from dialogues in the indepth-interviews. 
mainly based on 
The language of 
the interviewees is regarded as "texts" and as such it is an important 
tool that reflects the perception of the respondents. They are able to 
offer their perception and experience in the communities in their own 
language 1n terms of which we can interpret our statistics more 
meaningfully. In our present context, we can capture their elderly· 
care perception more accurately by using their terminologies. In this 
sense, layman perspective and layman terms derived from practical life 
is important for studying their perception. Nevertheless, we should 
also incorporate our findings into a large context for comprehension 
and interpretation. As we have noted, with urbanization and 
industrialization in China, some dimensions of elderly care perception 
1S changing. We may deal with this macro-phenomena in the next phase 
of our study. Modernization theory, cultural change, the relationship 
between state and civil society are also important subject matters for 
general study of changes in elderly care perception. 
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Table 1 Cronbach's Alpha for Items in Future Request on Children 
Factor 










Factors of Male 






Think of your face 
Successful and admired 
Be humble to you 
Sick visit 
No quarrel 
Have a grandson 
Regular money 
New year and so: gifts 
Supporting your living 
New year and so: visit 
Regular visit 
Help in housework 
New year & so: visit 
New year & so: gift 
Regular visit 
Help in housework 
Sick visit 
Have a grandson 
Successful & admired 
Support your living 
Think of your face 
Think of face 
Successful & admired 




New year or so: visit 
New year or so: gifts 
Cronbach's Alpha of Items 
0.65 





Ta bl e 1 Cont i nu e d 
Factors of Female 





Factors of of Male 





Factors of of Female 





New year or so: visit 
Regular visit 
New year or so: gifts 
Help in housework 
Successful and admired 
Think of· your face 
Have a grandson 
Support your living 
Think of your face 
Successful and admired 
Be humble to you 
No quarrel 
Whole finance control 
Regular money 
New year or so: gifts 
Regular money 
Living together 
Support your living 
New year or so: gifts 
Help in housework 
Be humble to you 
Regular visit 


































Table 3 LISREL Estimates for Measurement Model 1 (Relations of 
Indicator Variables to Latent Variables) 
Construct Indicator Unstandardized T value Stan. 
Lambda Coefficient Error 
Parents' concern Perception of 1.00 
Parents' concern 
One's own concern Request on children's 1.00 
responsibility 
Future concern Support your living {i. DO} 
Regular money 1.14 5.04 0.23 
New year or so: 0.80 4.22 0.19 
gifts 
Note: Parenthesized coefficient 1S fixed reference indicator 
Table 4 LISREL Estimates for Structural Model 1 (Relations Among 
Latent Variables) 
Path ~oefficients between latent variables Path 
Parents' request--------)Future request 
One's own request------->Future request 






Table 5 LISREL Estimates for Measurement Model 2 (Relations of 
Indicator Variables to Latent Variables) 
Construct 
Parents' concern 





Request on children's 
responsibility 
Regular money 







Table 6 LISREL Estimates for Structural Model 2 (Relations Among 
Latent Variables) 
Path coefficients between latent variables 
Parents' request--------)Future request 
One's own request-------)Future request 










Table 7 LISREL Estimates for Measurement Model 3 (Relations of 
Indicator Variables to Latent Variables) 
Construct 
Parents' concern 





Request on children's 
responsibility 
Support your living 







Table 8 LISREL Estimates for Structural Model 3 (Relations Among 
Latent Variables) 
Path coefficients between latent variables Path 
Parents' request--------)Future request 
One's own request-~-----)Future request 






Questionnaire Items to be Analyzed 
1. When you are old, will you request your children to do t he 
followings? 
(Please read out the items) 
Yes No 
a. Give you moneytegularly 
b. Visit you regularly 
c. Have a grandson (to continue family name) 
d. Live together with you 
e. Give you gifts in the New Year or other festivals 
f. Think of your "face" for everything 
g. Be successful and be admired outside 
h. Share with you their luxury goods 
i. Support your living with basic allowance 
k. Not to quarrel with you 
1. Let you control their finances completely 
m. Be humble to you when they speak to you 
n. Visit you In the New Year or other festivals 
o. Help you in housework 
p. Other tasks or behaviour 
2. The responsibilities to take care of parents can be divided into 
the following three components. Do you think that you have fulfilled 
your responsibilities in respect of: 
(1) Financial, material provisions 
(2) Emotional care 





3. Which responsibility do your parents emphasize the most? 
How about the second one? (Rank 1 for the most, etc.) 
1. Financial, material provisions 
2. Emotional care 
3. Care of daily -living 
4. At present, when you request your own children to fulfill their 
responsibilities, which one do you think is the most important? 
How about the second one? (Rank 1 for the most, etc.) 
1. Financial, material prOVISIons 
2. Emotional care 
3. Care of daily living 
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